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ALPA APPROVES NEW AIR MAIL ACT AS BENEFICIAL TO INDUSTRY 








MEAD AIR BILL 
IS DEBATED BY 
CONGRESSMEN 


Congressional Record Gives 
Full Details and Opinions 
of Legislators Relative 
to Measure 


TIMELY TOPIC 


Further Developments Will 
Be Described in Later Is- 
sues of This Publication 


After many hearings before the 
Mead Committee, during which 
time practically everyone interest- 
ed in the air mail picture had am- 
ple opportunity to testify and pre- 
sent his views including members 
of the President’s Federal Avia- 
tion Commission, airline pilots and 
representatives of the air indus- 


try in general, what is now known | 
as the Mead Bill, H. R. 6511, in 


reality an enlargement through 
amendment of the temporary air 
mail legislation enacted last year 
which was the McKellar-Black 
Bill, S. 3170, made its way to the 
floor of the lower house where it 


was introduced on March 25 by: 
M. Mead,: 
Democrat of New York and chair-! 


Congressman James 
man of the House Post Office and 
Post Roads Committee. 

The Congressional Record of 
March 25 details the actual discus- 
sion on the floor which although 


lengthy is highly pertinent and, 


most interesting and will be pub- 
lished in The AIR LINE PILOT 
in this and subsequent issues. 
Bill Highlights 
In view of the timeliness of this 
discussion, it has been decided to 
show some of the significant high- 


lights and comments relative to 
the Mead Bill. 


Very early in the discussion 
Congressman Randolph, Democrat 
of Minnesota, emphasizes the 
backing which the Mead Bill has 
secured to date and quoting from 
the Congressional Record of March 
25, 1935, Volume 79 No. 16, Con- 
gressman Randolph says: 


“Today we have under consid- 
eration the Mead bill, H. R. 6511, 
which has the endorsement of the 
Post Office and Post Roads Com- 
mittee of the House. IT HAS 
BEEN CONSIDERED BY THAT 
COMMITTEE AFTER LONG 
AND CAREFUL CONSIDERA- 
TION OF EACH OF THE SEC- 
TIONS. IT IS ENDORSED BY 
THE UNITED STATES POST 
OFFICE DEPARTMENT AND 
BY A MAJORITY OF THE AIR 

(Continued on Page 4, Col. 3) 


AIR LINE PILOT 


The New York Public Library, 
Fifth Avenue and 42nd Street, 
New York City, would appreciate 
numbers 3 and 4 of volume 1 of 
The AIR LINE PILOT. 

These issues are missing from 
the file of The New York Public 
Library and Headquarters has 
only its permanent file from which 
it is naturally impossible to take 
the requested numbers. Head- 
quarters would appreciate your 
co-operation in regard to this mat- 
ter and should any of the members 
have these missing numbers, kindly 
send them either to Headquarters 
or to H. M. Lydenberg, Director, 
The New York Public Library, 
Fifth Avenue and 42nd Street, 
New York City. 











HOUSE PASSES MEAD BILL 


New Law Will Aid Industry 
MEASURE ALSO PROTECTS PILOTS 




















Union Calendar No. 99 
74th Congress 


1st Session 
H. R. 6511 
(Report No. 341) 





IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
(As passed by House on March 25, 1935) 


A BILL 
To amend the air-mail laws and to authorize the extension of the Air Mail Service. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That subsection (c) of Section 3 of the 
Act entitled “An Act to revise air-mail laws, and to establish a commission to make 
a report to the Congress recommending an aviation policy”, approved June 12, 
1934, as amended, is amended to read as follows: 


““(c) If, in the opinion of the Postmaster General, the public interest re- 
quires it, he may grant an extension of any route, for a distance not in excess of one 
hundred and fifty miles, but only one such extension shall be granted to any one 
person, and the rate of pay for such extension shall not be in excess of the rate 
fixed for the service thus extended.” 


SEC. 2. The first sentence of subs2ction (d) of such section is amended to 
read as follows: ‘“‘The Postmaster Gen2ral may designate certain routes as pri- 
mary or secondary routes. He shall desiznaie as primary routes at least three 
transcontinental routes and, in addition thereto, such other routes as he deems 


advisable, but no route less than five hundred miles in length shall be designated 
as a primary route.” 


SEC. 3. Subsection (f) of such section is amended to read as follows: 


““(f) The Postmaster General shall not award contracts for air-mail routes or 
extend such routes in excess of an aggregate of thirty-two thousand miles, and shall 
not establish schedules for air-mail transvortation on such routes and extensions in 
excess of an annual aggregate of forty-five million airplane-miles. Subject to the 
foregoing limitation, the Postmaster General shall prescribe the number and time of 
departure of all air-mail schedules, and he may utilize therefor any scheduled pass- 


enger or express flight of the contractor between the terminals or over a portion of 
any route.” 


SEC. 4. Subsection (a) of section 6 of such Act of June 12, 1934, as amend- 
ed, is amended to read as follows: 


‘“SEC. 6 (a) The Interstate Commerce Commission is hereby empowered 
and directed, after notice and hearing, to fix and determine by order, as soon as 
practicable and from time to time, the fair and reasonable rates of compensation 
for the transportation of air mail by airplane and the service connected therewith 
over each air-mail route, and over each section thereof covered by a separate con- 
tract, prescribing the method or methods by weight or space, or both, or otherwise, 
for ascertaining such rates of compensation, and to publish the same, which shall 
continue in force until changed by the said Commission after due notice and hear- 
ing. In fixing and determining such rates, if it shall be contended or alleged by 
the holder of an air-mail contract that the rate of compensation in force for the 
service involved is insufficient, the burden of establishing such insufficiency and the 
extent thereof shall'be assumed by him. In no case shall the rates fixed and deter- 
mined by the said Commission hereunder exceed by more than 20 per centum the 
limits prescribed in section 3 (a) of this Act.” 


SEC. 5. The first sentence of subsection (c) of section 6 of such Act is 
amended to read as follows: “Any contract (1) let, extended, or assigned pursu- 
ant to the provisions of this Act, and in full force and effect on March 1, 1935, or 
(2) which may be let subsequent to such date pursuant to the provisions of this Act 
and shall have been satisfactorily performed by the contractor during its full ini- 
tial period, shall, from and after such date, or from and after the termination of 
its initial period, as the case may be, be continued in effect for an indefinite period, 
and compensation therefor, during such period of indefinite continuance, shall be 
paid at the rate fixed by order of the Commission under this section, subject to 
such additional conditions and terms as the Commission may prescribe, which shall 
be consistent with the requirements of this Act; but any contract so continued in 
effect may be terminated by the Commiss‘on upon sixty days’ notice, upon such 
hearing and notice thereof to interested parties as the Commission may determine 


to be reasonable; and may also be terminated by the contractor at its option upon 
sixty days’ notice. 


SEC. 6. Subsection (e) of section 6 of such Act is amended by adding at 
the end thereof a new sentence to read as follows: “In arriving at such determina- 
tion the Commission shall disregard losses resulting, in the opinion of the Commis- 
sion, from the unprofitable maintenance of nonmail schedules, in cases where the 
Commission may find that the gross receipts from such schedules fail to meet the 
additional operating expense occasioned thereby.” 


(Continued on Page 5, Col. 2) 








GENERAL VIEW 
OF AVIATION 
CONDITIONS 


Legislators Advise President 
Behncke That They Will 
Protect Pilots 


RATES SET 


Editor Credits ALPA as 
Early Sponsor of ICC 
Control 


Due to their active and intelli- 
gent arguments protective provi- 
sions are included in the Mead law 
‘which will be of material benefit to 
the air line pilots. 


Noted members of the Senate 


have already advised President 


Behncke that they will not permit 
the Air Line Pilots and other air 
workers to lose any of the advan- 
tages, which ALPA has gained, but 
will lend their support in any 
measure assuring the maintenance 
of the high standards necessary 
for public safety and commercial 
supremacy. 


President Behncke said regard- 
ing the present Mead bill, “I be- 
lieve that the law should be enact- 
ed as soon as possible as it will do 
much to stabilize an important in- 
dustry. 


“The measure contains construc- 
tive points for the public, operators 
and pilots, and it appears to be the 
answer for the present uncertain 
situation confronting the air indus- 
try.” 

Commend Bill 

Recently after several days of 
conference in Washington state- 
ments appeared in our metropol- 
itan press declaring that in the 
opinion of C. R. Smith, president 
of American Airlines; W. A. Pat- 
terson, president of United Air 
Lines; Alfred Frank, president of 
National Parks Airways, and Paul 
Brattain, vice-president of Eastern 
Air Lines, that transfer to the In- 
terstate Commerce Commission of 
the power to fix rates, which au- 
thority is contained in the Mead 
bill, would help rescue the industry 
from an “unhealthy” predicament. 


The new air mail bill prepared 
by Congressman Dobbins (D., IIL.) 
and Post Office Committee Chair- 
man James M. Mead (D., N. Y.), 
and introduced by Mr. Mead, was 
passed by the House and will be 
shortly presented to the Senate for 
approval. 


Under provisions of the meas- 
ure, which appears in complete de- 
tail in this issue, commercial flying 
will be brought under closer Fed- 
eral regulation and the INTER- 
STATE COMMERCE COMMIS- 
SION WILL BE GIVEN POWER 
TO RAISE OR LOWER AIR 
MAIL RATES WITHIN SPECI- 
FIED LIMITS AND JURISDIC- 
TION OVER OFF-LINE FLYING. 


Rates Set 


In anticipation of passage of the 
Mead law the Interstate Commerce 
Commission has already announced 
tentative rate schedules which in 
many instances will be upward. 


Following a series of White 
House conferences attended by 
Senate and House members and 
representatives of the Post Office 
and the Interstate Commerce 
Commission, the Mead bill was 











drafted and given careful consid- 
(Continued on Page 3, Col. 4) 
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‘Public safety calls for pilots of high character 
and great skill. The occupation is a hazardous 
one. Therefore, the law should provide for a method 
to fix maximum flying hours; minimum pay and a 
system for retirement or annuity benefits.’’ 

—President Roosevelt. 


LOCKING THE BARN 


BY DAVID L. BEHNCKE 


Perhaps the most illogical of all characteristics pec- 
uliar to the human race is the tendency to “lock the barn 
AFTER the horse has been stolen.” With our optimism 
unimpaired by the futility of the proceedings, we build 
the dam after the flood, we take out insurance after the 




















accident, and we lock the barn after the horse has been 
stolen. 

Air transportation constitutes a tremendously valu-! 
able property to the Government and the public, as well 
as to the thousands of wage earners who depend on it for 
their livelihood. As such, it must be adequately safe-! 
guarded. Unless the proper precautions are taken to pre-| 
serve the industry, we may awake to find the “horse” gone. 

The Mead bill, H. R. 6511, represents the latest at- 
tempt on the part of Congress to place the industry on a 
firm foundation. Unlike most of the other bills to reg- 
ulate air transportation which have made their appear- 
ance, the Mead bill was written with the idea of retaining 
all the good features of the present set-up and remedying 
those features which have been proved through actual 
practice to be undesirable. In this manner, disrupting) 
and destructive influences are eliminated to the greatest 
possible extent. 

Contrasting sharply with certain other bills which have 
been presented and which have through various devices 
been designed to withhold protection and rights from the 
workers, even to the extent of prohibiting the right to 
strike, the Mead bill, written by Congressmen Mead and 
Dobbins, is clean cut, concise and constructive. 

The outstanding feature of the bill is that it gives the 
Interstate Commerce Commission authority to revise rates 
upwards as well as downwards. During the last session 
of Congress, this authority was purposely withheld from 
the Interstate Commerce Commission. After the cancel- 
lation of existing air mail contracts early last spring, it 
was expected that the new bids would be made on an 
adequate and fair basis. If a contractor was unable to 
operate on his bid, he was to withdraw and the route to 
be re-opened for bid. However, as usual, theory and prac- 
tice proved entirely different. Many of the new bids were 
ridiculously low, in order to obtain the contracts from 
other companies. As a result, they soon proved in many 
cases to be grossly inadequate. Many legitimate bidders 
suffered in the process. 

Accordingly, the present Congress was faced with the 
alternative of once again disrupting a growing industry 
through a re-opening of contracts for bid, or a revision 
of rates to equitable levels. The Mead bill chooses the 
latter as the most constructive course. 

Assurance to the public of safe and progressive air 
transportation is given in the Mead bill through an amend- 
ment to Section 13 of the original law S. 3170. Adequate 
protection on wages and hours is assured the pilots through 
extension of the National Labor Board scale, and in this 
manner it is made possible to continue the high qualifica- 
tions for pilots and other employees so essential to public 
safety. ee 

The Mead bill, having the support of the administra- 





(Continued on Page 8, Col. 4) 
































AA PILOTS ARE PROMOTED 








Double Schedules 
Now in Effect on AA 





BY PILOT A. R. PERKINS 
Council No. 19—AA 

The double schedule to the Coast 
recently inaugurated by the Amer- 
ican Airlines has promoted most of 
the old first pilots who have been 
flying as co-pilots back to first 
pilots. Gene Stotts, Dude Walker, 
Sandy Sanford and Dale Page are 
now flying the Vultees on the 
Fort Worth-St. Louis run, and Per- 
kins was placed on the Fort Worth- 
Nashville run. Charley Pedley, 
Lee Wallace and McConaughey, 
who were flying the St. Louis run, 
and Stormy Mangham, who has 
been flying the Nashville run, were 
placed back on the: Fort Worth-El 
Paso route. 

Joe Glass, Ted Lewis and Andy 
Andrews, after being with us in 
Fort Worth and Dallas for a few 
months, were transferred back on 
their old run from El. Paso to Los 
Angeles. 

McConnell has just recently 
been placed on the Fort Worth- 
St. Louis schedule, replacing Mc- 
Alister, who has resigned to go in 
business with his father. We are 
all mighty glad to have McConnell 
with us over here and know he will 
like Texas. Cow-Town is nothing | 


{new to Mac though. 


Good-Luck ‘‘Mac”’ 


All the bunch hated to see Mc- 
Alister leave the company, as he! 
has been with us from the time the | 
company was first organized. 
Knowing Mac as we do, we are 
sure he won’t forget us and will 
come around often for a little 
hangar flying. Luck to you, Mac, 
in your new business. 

Jerry Marshall, Chuck Wehrung 
and Stewardess Hopson were driv- 
ing into town at Memphis from 
their run last week and the car hit 
a concrete pillar in an underpass. 
They were all three cut up and| 
bruised quite a bit, but we hope: 
nothing too serious and that they 
will be back on the run in a few 
days. Only one-half of the car 
was wrecked and as Jerry and 
Paul Vance, who is on the Fort 
Worth-Memphis run with Jerry, 
owned the car together, Jerry 
claims that it was Paul’s half that 
was wrecked. 

Pilot Activities 

Harry Garman is relieving Jerry 
on the run and says it feels fine to 
get off the fireman’s side. 


T. J. Haire is back with us again 
after working a few months on the 
Chicago-New York run. He is 
now fiying on the Fort Worth- 
Nashville run.: We are all hoping 
that he will soon acquire that good 
old Southern accent again. 

Howard Woodall and Homer 
Rader are still going back and 
forth between Fort Worth and El 
Paso and Stormy Mangham is back 
with them trying to get a little 
fresh West Texas sand in his craw. 

Ted Kincannon is still on the St. 
Louis run and taking a fly at those 
St. Louis hosses every now and 
then. 

Ed Bowe, Tom Hardin and Sher- 
man Willard are on the night Con- 
dor run from Fort Worth to Nash- 
ville—all three are well used to 
high night life, so this night run is 
nothing new to them. 


READ YOUR PAPER 
THE AIR LINE PILOT 


| Sargent. 





FOR LATE NEWS 


Don Walbridge Is 
New Operations Head 


in business with his father. Dick, 
it seems, is to look after some oil 
interests and plans on getting an 
airplane for that purpose. 

P. B. McCarthy is now learning 
the Atlanta-Dallas airway and will 
soon be flying on that portion of 
the run. 





BY PILOT TED COLBERT 
Council No. 42—BA 


Now that the income tax returns 
are all in, the topic of conversation 
has returned to the delivery of the 
Lockheed Electras that Braniff 
has purchased. We understand the 
first one will be here about the 
first of the month and two more 
within the next fifteen days. Nat- 
urally the brethren can hardly 
wait. 

Braniff has a new and very capa- 
ble operations manager in Don 
Walbridge, formerly with U. S. 
Airways until the mail shake up, 
and after that with T. W. A. Don 
has done wonders in the short time 
he has taken over things and if 
you think he means anything but 
business just drop into Dallas some 
time and see how things are run- 
ning. 


there 
among the Delta pilots. 


lines spent the night in Atlanta re- 
cently with C. H. Dolson. 


spring-like weather, especially af- 


quite a bit of snow on the ground. 
The local weather bureau had ar- 
ranged it so that one of Atlanta’s 
famous three day rain drizzles 
would not be on hand to ruin a 
Clevelander’s 
“Sunny South.” 





Air Line Pilots Pay 
Get More Pilots 

R. V. Carleton, our chairman, 
has gone in for athletics in a big 
way. On his days off you will find 
him at the KCAC in Kansas City. 
( Will advise any of you tough guys 
to think twice at least before you 
jump this promising young middle- 
weight.) 

We have three new pilots in 
Dick Pears, Stein Lee, and Wyn 
Pears formerly flew for: 
Northwest. Lee was a Bowen pi- 
lot before changing over, and Sar- 
gent, as you remember, was Air 
Lines Inspector for the Depart-|all mourn his loss and extend our 
ment of Commerce. Pears and;regrets to Mrs. Drayton. And 
Lee fly south out of Dallas and: here we pause and pay tribute to 
Sargent is on the K. C.-Chicago | Pilots Charles Baughen, Phancho 
run. 

Claude Seaton is the Sir Thomas | and Fritz Schmitz, pilots in Mex- 
He has ico, for the work and trips they 





BY PILOT PAT NOLAN 
Council No. 26—PAA 


Two or three months ago we lost 


Drayton, 
died of injuries as the result of a 
crash or accident that happened 
while fiying his plane out of a 


Southern Mexico. ‘Charlie’ was 
our first council-chairman and ad- 
ministered. his post with the ability 
and courage of an executive. We 





Lipton of the company. 
purchased a very nice boat which 
he keeps on the lake at Dallas. 

Ray Shrader is back flying the 
line again and runs between Dal- 
las and Brownsville. 

Art Mills has joined Whitey 
Powers on the north end and is 
now living in Chicago. 

Melvin Sellmeyer is now living 
in Kansas City flying between 
there and Chicago. 

Gordon- Darnell has been 
changed from the K. C.-Chicago 
run and is now flying between 
K. C. and Dallas. 


hospital in Mexico City. 


New Equipment 
We are getting our second batch 
of Douglases. In fact, I just re- 


(Continued on Page 5, Col. 5) 















“To fly West, m 
flight we all mus 
final check.’’ 


Iu Constant Memoriam 


friend, is a 
take for a 













































Anderson, Lloyd—B. A. T. 
Andert, Paul A —B. A. T. 
Pil Dol Send Bares, — + dr.—A. A. 
ilot Dolson Sends gelow, Ed.—Varney 
‘a6 ° Bontrager, C. M.—R. A. L. 
Initial Council Letter|} Bowen’ 3. & Ww. 

















BY PILOT C. H. DOLSON 
Council No. 44—DAL 

Since this is the first news let- 
ter submitted by this council, it 
seems well to tell who is employed, 
where he is based and where he 
flies. 

The regular schedule between 
Atlanta and Dallas is flown by the 
following pilots: Lee McBride, 
Andy Dixon, Tip Shier, S. F. Whit- 
aker and Don Dice. They are all 
based in Monroe, Louisiana, and 
seem to be getting along fine with 
Huey Long. Several have voiced 
their approval of the “Share the 
Wealth” plan. . 

The Atlanta to Charleston, S. C., 
run is flown by George Shealy, 
George Cushing and Charles Dol- 
son. In addition they fly the night 
shuttle run between Atlanta and 
Birmingham. They are based in 
Atlanta. 

Enters Business 

Richard Conover, who has been 
based in Monroe and has been fly- 
ing the Dallas to Atlanta schedule, 
resigned March 15th in order to go 








































Hallgren, W. A.—A. 
Hill, George W.—T. A. 
Holbrook, Clyde M.—A. 
ce a 
eadle oy: .—Unem is 
Kelsey, Hareld J.—A. A. 





































































































Since Andy Dixon got married, | 
is only one bachelor left | 


Lionel Stephan of American Air- | 


He was | 
greatly impressed by the sunny | 


ter having left Cleveland with | 


impression of the | 


Tribute to Drayton | 


a friend and pilot when Charles | 
former P. A. A. pilot, § 


small field in the mountains of | 


Pistola (Spanish for Pistol-Pete) 


made to bring medical attention to f 
Drayton and later move him to a jj 
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EDWARD G. 


EXPLAINS NEW 
AMENDMENTS 
FUTURE PLANS 


Would Increase Mileage to 
32,000 Miles and Annual 
Aggregate to 45 Mil- 
lion Miles 








BY EDWARD G. HAMILTON 

Immediately following the ren- 
dition of the report of the Howell 
Commission the Committee on Post 
Office and Post Roads of the House 
started in to patch up the McKel- 
lar-Black air-mail bill with a view 
to amending a few objectionable 
features and fixing it up so that it 
could function indefinitely or at 
least another year. 

The first amendment, known as 
the Brunner bill, was enacted into 
law on February 21. This bill 
amended section 15 of the Act ex- 
tending the deadline, when air 
mail companies must divest them- 
selves of air-mail contracts in ex- 
cess of three including only one 
primary route, from March 1, 
1935, to April 1, 1936. With this 
provision definitely out of the way 
before it could cause any damage, 


| the committee then went to work 


on the remainder of the bill. 
Mead Bill 
The Mead bill, H. R. 6511, rep- 
resents the well studied effort of 


= the House committee to rectify the 


failings of the legislation of a year 
ago. 
reported to the House and is ex- 
pected to pass, with minor changes, 
in the near future. With the 
amendments proposed the McKel- 
lar-Black air-mail Act should func- 
tion satisfactorily indefinitely. One 
change would permit the Postmas- 
ter General to grant extensions up 
to 150 miles in length without ad- 
vertising for bids instead of the 
100-mile limitation of last year. 
The limitation on route miles has 
been increased from 29,000 miles 
to 32,000 miles, and the annual 
aggregate from forty to forty-five 
million miles. The I. C. C. is given 
the power to increase rates as well 
as reduce them, and such increases, 
where necessary, may exceed by 
20% the statutory allowance of 
40c per airplane-mile. Pilots and 
radio operators, as well as the offi- 
cials and directors, are required to 
be citizens of the United States. 
Beginning July 1, 1935, the bill 
prohibits an air-mail contractor 
from providing passenger or ex- 
press service off the line of his air- 
mail route in any way competing 
with like service available on an- 
other air-mail route. This last 
provision, however, is qualified to 
the extent that it does not affect 
paralleling routes already in exist- 
ence without a proper hearing be- 
fore the I. C. C., or not at all un- 
less complaint is made to the 
[. C. C. by a competing contractor 
or the Postmaster General. 
Law Protects 

The provision which protects the 
rights of employees has been clari- 
fied and now stands as follows: 

“Section 13. It shall be a con- 
dition upon the holding of any air- 
mail contract that the rate of com- 
pensation and the working condi- 
tions and relations for all pilots, 
and other employees of the holder 
of such contract shall conform to 
decisions of the National Labor 
Board, or its successor in author- 
ity, notwithstanding any limitation 
as to the period of effectiveness in- 
cluded in any such decision here- 
tofore rendered. This section 
shall not be construed as restrict- 
ing the right of any employees by 
collective bargaining to obtain 
higher rates of compensation or 
more favorable working conditions 
and relations.” 

Wagner Disputes Bill 

The Wagner Labor Disputes 
Bill of last year has been com- 
pletely overhauled, and the new 
edition is now running the gaunt- 
let of the industrial feudal lords 

(Continued on Page 5, Col. 1) 


This bill has been favorably ||. 
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CONGRESSMAN DOBBINS 


Commends Disabled 
ALPA Head BILL 


The following letter was received by President Behncke in reply to 
an earlier communication to Congressman Dobbins regarding the Mead 
measure and its protective provisions for pilots: 

DONALD C. DOBBINS, M. C. 
19th Dist. Illinois 


WAGNER 
HAS 

















Committee On 
Post Office and Post Roads 
CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 
House of Representatives 
Washingtun, D. C 


Mr. David L. Behncke, President, 

Air Line Pilots Association, 

3145 West Sixty-third Street, 
Chicago, Illinois. 
Dear Friend: 

Your letter of March 20th contains a very rational exposition of 
the problems peculiar to your own organization, and especially with 
regard to the difficulties attendant upon collective bargaining as ap- 
plied to a group whose work keeps them so widely scattered. 

Now that it is all over (for I think it likely that the new legislation 
will be through the House before this letter—dictated on Sunday—is 
typed), I am rather glad that you insisted so strenuously upon a com- 
plete clarification of the wage clause in Section 18. 

I do not believe I would have felt very well satisfied if an uncer- 
tainty had remained in it, raising any doubt as to the ultimate con- 
struction of the provision. 

Your organization is to be congratulated upon having at its head 
a man who from his hospital bed has fought such a valiant fight in 
behalf of his fellow-pilots. 


DCD: IVC 


March 25, 1935. 


Sincerely yours, 
/s/ D. C. DOBBINS. 


Pending Wagner Bill Would 
Prohibit Company Union 








The Wagner bill, which is now pending, if passed will prohibit com- 
pany unions and establish a National Labor Board that will take the 
place of the present labor board with power to enforce its own decis- 
ions. This bill wiil establish by law the majority rule principle in col- 
lective bargaining as well. 

This bill has practically the unanimous endorsement of labor in this 
country as well as the endorsement of many others including outstand- 
ing leaders of all churches, Catholic, Protestant and Jewish. 

President Green of the American Federation of Labor has the fol- 
lowing to say about the bill: 

“Summary of the National Labor Relations Bill 

“The National Labor Relations Bill, introduced in the first session 
of the 74th Congress, creates a new National Labor Relations Board 
on an independent basis with exclusive jurisdiction over all labor dis-| 
putes, except among railway employees, and with complete jurisdiction 
over all labor boards; guarantees to employees the right to organize 
and bargain collectively through representatives of their own choosing; 
establishes the principle of majority rule; and proscribes the company 
union. It is declared to be a bill ‘to promote equality of bargaining 
power between employers and employees, to diminish the causes of 
labor disputes, to create a National Labor Relations Board, and for 
other purposes’; and statesit to be the policy of the United States to 
remove obstructions to the free flow of commerce and to provide for 
the general welfare by encouraging the practice of collective bargain- 
ing, and by protecting the exercise by the worker of the full freedom 
of association, self-organization, and designation of representatives of 
his own choosing, for the purpose of negotiating the terms and condi- 
tions of his employment or other mutual aid and protection. 

“Creation of National Labor Relations Board 

“The Board created by this Bill will supersede the present Board. 
It will be an independent agency in the Executive branch of the gov- 
ernment, empowered to prevent any person (including one or more 
individuals, partnerships, associations, corporations, etc.) from engag- 
ing in any unfair labor practice, as defined in the bill, which affects 
commerce. (‘Affecting commerce’ means in commerce, or burdening 
or affecting commerce, or obstructing the free flow of commerce, or 
having led or tending to lead to a labor dispute that might burden or 
affect commerce or obstruct the free flow of commerce.) 

“The Board shall consist of three members appointed by the Pres- 
ident by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, one of whom 
shall be designated as chairman by the President. The Board is auth- 
orized to establish or utilize such regional, local, or other agencies as 
it may find necessary for the proper performance of its duties. It is 
given authority to make all such necessary rules and regulations as 
may be necessary to effectuate the provisions of the Bill. Its principal 
office shall be in the District of Columbia, but it may meet and exer- 
cise its powers at any other place, and it may prosecute its inquiries in 
any place within the United States. 

“Rights of Employees 

“The term ‘employee’ shall include any employee, and shall not be 
limited to the employees of a ere employer, including any indi- 
vidual whose work has ceased because of or by reason of any current 
labor dispute or because of any unfair labor practice, and who has not 
obtained 4 other regular employment. 

“The Bill provides: Sige 

“ ‘Sec. 7. Employees shall have the right to self-organization, to 
form, join, or assist labor organizations, to bargain collectively through 
representatives of their own a and to engage in concerted ac- 
tivities, for the purpose of collective bargaining or other mutual aid or 
protection.’ 2 

“It is provided that it shall be an unfair labor practice for an em- 
ployer (1) to interfere with, restrain, or coerce employees in the exer- 
cise of the right guaranteed in Section 7 (a); (2) to dominate or in- 
terfere with or influence the formation or administration of any labor 
organization or contribute financial or other support to it; (3) by dis- 
crimination in eet to hire or tenure of employment or any term or 
condition of employment to ae or discourage membership in 
any labor organization; (4) to discharge or otherwise discrimina 
against any employee because he has filed charges or given testimony 
under this Bill; (5) to refuse to bargain collectively with the repre- 
sentatives of his employees. P 

“The employer is ot precluded from polieg an agreement with a 
labor organization to require as a condition o emplo member- 
ship therein, ‘if such labor organization is the representative of the ma- 





eration and was subsequently ap- 
proved unanimously by the House 
Post Office Committee on March 
15. 

During the period that the Mead 
measure was being prepared Pres- 
ident Behncke, despite his injuries, 
and Mr. Edward G. Hamilton pre- 
sented the lawmakers with briefs 
and data relative to the interests 
of the air line pilots. 

C. R. Smith is quoted by the 
press as saying that he favored the 
passage by Congress of the Mead 
Bill to authorize the Interstate 
Commerce Commission to fix air- 
mail rates and furthermore that 
the bill, which has been reported 
favorably by the House, would put 
an end to the line’s losses that fol- 
lowed the revision of their con- 
tracts seven months ago. 


Howell Reply 


In response to a telegram sent 
to Mr. Clark Howell, former chair- 
man of the Federal Aviation Com- 
mission, requesting a statement as 
to his present position regarding 
the air industry, Chairman Howell 
replied that his position is that 
since the President did not concur 
in the recommendation of the 
Federal Aviation Commission for 
the appointment of a temporary 
aviation commission, it is advisable 
to follow the Presidents’ sugges- 
tion, (President Roosevelt defi- 
nitely informed Congress that he 
did not concur with the Federal 
Aviation Commission’s recommen- 
dation for the creation of a sepa- 
rate air commission as he felt that 
multiplication of separate regula- 
tory agencies in the field of trans- 
portation should be avoided and 
that in the interim before a per- 
manent consolidated agency is cre- 
ated a division of the Interstate 
Commerce Commission can well 
serve the needs of air transporta- 
tion). Mr. Howell agrees that the 
Interstate Commerce Commission 
is the proper final authority but 
contends that he was advised that 
it would be considerable time be- 
fore the present Commission could 
be reorganized and for that reason 
recommendation was made for a 
temporary aviation commission. 

Regarding the separate aviation 
commission as recommended by 
the Federal Aviation report there 
is a section detailing the full pow- 
ers of said Commission which 
would be absolute over the air in- 
dustry and it was further recom- 
mended that members of the 
Commission serve possibly 10 year 
terms which would be staggered at 
2-year intervals. The AIR LINE 
PILOT fails to see just what is 
temporary about that; it appears 
to be just as temporary as a 99- 
year lease. 

Need Experts 

Furthermore the duty of setting 
rates for interstate commerce 
should be handled by a commission 
expert in this matter and not by 
appointees totally unfamiliar with 
the work. For that reason the Air 
Line Pilots Association believes 
that the constituted and estab- 
lished agency of the Interstate 
Commerce Commission is best suit- 
ed for the purpose and it has gen- 
erally been agreed by official 
Washington and the press that the 
study made by the Air Bureau of 
the Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion of the air industry is by far 
the best and most enlightening sur- 
vey ever made. 

In fact, in the March issue of 
“Western Flying” Editor Robert J. 
Pritchard states in a fine article: 

“There is evidence that, for the 
first time in history, sanity is about 
to exert some influence in the 
framing of aviation legislation at 
Washington. There is a definite 

to consider aviation as a 
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tendency . 
legitimate industry, which requires 


MAJORITY OF AIR LINES ARE 
IN ACCORD WITH MEAD BILL 


Western Flying Credits ALPA With Being Early Sponsor 
of ICC Control 


(Continued from Page 1) 





intelligent legislation, instead of 2 
racket to be kicked about at the 
whim of lobbyists and politicians. 
“For one thing, it seems fairly 
certain that the matter of rates to 
airmail carriers is to be under the 
jurisdiction of the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission, which, very 
probably, will also exercise some 
regulatory powers over the air- 
lines. It is an arrangement that 
is not altogether in accordance 
with the wishes of the airline oper- 
ators, who, for some reason, have 
never thought much of the I. C. C. 
as an aviation regulatory body. 
Nevertheless, even the airlines 
must admit that in its investigation 
of the carriers and airmail rates 
last fall, the I. C. C. displayed 
more common sense than the entire 
national legislature, in its various 
probes and surveys. 

“The report of the Federal Avia- 
tion Commission was released so 
late in January that it was impos- 
sible to publish more than a hasty 
summary in the February issue of 
Western Flying. The report was 
in the hands of President Roosevelt 
for several days before it finally 
was transmitted to Congress—the 
transmission was, in fact, subject- 
ed to a much longer delay than 
had been anticipated. And, when 
President Roosevelt finally did 
pass on the report and the recom- 
mendations of the Commission, he 
sent a message which took direct 
exception to some of the principal 
points of the Commissions’ find- 
ings. 


ALPA FOR ICC 


“If there was one thing in 
which practically everyone appear- 
ing before the Commission last 
Fall seemed unanimous, it was in 
the creation of a permanent Avia- 
tion Commission, of from five to 
seven members, which would ad- 
minister the affairs of the entire 
aviation industry, or, at least, cer- 
tain phases of it. The only differ- 
ence of opinion, was on the extent 
of the jurisdiction of the proposed 
Commission. There was one thing 
which the airlines specifically and 
vigorously opposed, and that was 
any regulation by the Interstate 
Commerce Commission. With the 
exception of one independent air- 
line operator, who seemed to get 
out of line, and the Air Line Pilots 
Association, apparently there was 
a universal conviction that the 
I. C. C. was not capable of han- 
dling the aviation problem satis- 
factorily. 

“It was said with every show of 
reasonableness that the I. C. C. is 
made up of men who have had 
their traffic experience and train- 
ing in the railway service, and that 
in any matter affecting the various 
media of transportation, they 
might logically favor surface sys- 
tems over the air systems. It was 
held that aviation involves certain 
specialized problems, which can be 
handled only by persons of spec- 
ialized experience. The pilots, 
sensing that the I. C. C. has been 
well trained by the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in the matter of 
wages, hours, etc., went to bat 
quite vigorously for the I. C. C. 
But, the Federal Aviation Commis- 
sion, in its final report, recom- 
mended the establishment of a per- 
manent aviation commission, at 
least until such time as all forms 
of transportation are placed under 
the single coordinating agency. 

“President Roosevelt, however, 
had other ideas. In his message to 
Congress, accompanying the Com- 
mission’s report, he rather tartly 
differs with the Commission’s sug- 
gestions, and recommends, on his 
own account, that instead of a sep- 
arate commission for the 


: - supervi- 
sion of air transport, a special 
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A COLUMN 


The Mead Bill has passed the House and is now in the hands of 
the Senate where it will be sponsored by Senator O’Mahoney of the 
Post Office and Post Roads Committee. Much work has been done by 
everyone concerned to make the measure most constructive and it is 
the expressed wish of President Behncke and ALPA that the Mead 
Bill be written into law as it is believed that speedy enactment of the 
measure will do much to establish the air industry on a more perma- 
nent and sound basis. 








Speed records were recently established when a T. W. A. air- 
liner crossed the country from Los Angeles to Newark in an 
elapsed time of 12 hours and 44 minutes, 39 minutes of which 
were spent on the ground at regular stops enroute. 

Pilot Wayne Williams was at the controls from Kansas City 
to Newark and strong tail winds encountered at high altitude 
boosted the speed at times as high as 260 miles an hour. New lap 
records of 6 hours and 38 minutes and 10 hours and 8 minutes 
respectively were established between Los Angeles-Kansas City 
and Los Angeles-Pittsburgh. 

Pilot Otis Bryan, aided by a tail wind, averaged 265 miles an 
hour while in the air and 339 from take off to landing, flying the 
410 miles between Kansas City and Chicago with 13 passengers in 
103 minutes. Usual time for the trip is 185 minutes. 





Memories of the Pony Express were revived when the Pony Ex- 
press, a multimotored, ten-passenger transport plane roared out of St. 
Joseph, Mo., and 10 hours later delivered its cargo at Sacramento, 
Calif., having traversed the original route of the Pony Express which | 
was initiated about three-quarters of a century before. 





It has been reported that T. W. A., Inc., has been seriously 
examining the possibilities of service over the Pacific for freight 
and mail, using convertible transports. 

It is understood that these surveys call for the use of the 
Douglas transports which would be provided with flotation gear as 
now used on the 3-engine Ford transports by Pennsylvania Air- 
lines flying over Lake Michigan. Bags folded into compartments 
can be inflated by the pilot or inflate automatically upon a landing 
in water in about forty seconds. 





With the placing of hostesses aboard planes on the Los Angeles- 
Salt Lake City route of Western Air Express, the total number of air- 
way stewardesses on the New York-Chicago-Pacific coast midcontinent 
route has now been increased to 135. 

Accordingly stewardess service will be provided all the way from 
Chicago to southern California as well as other Pacific coast points. 





What is said to be the first bonded shipment carried by air in 
the United States by an officially bonded air carrier passed from 
New York to Miami on the overnight Florida Flyer of Eastern Air 
Lines. At Miami it was trans-shipped on a Pan American plane to 
Barranquilla, where Scadta Airlines were to fly to Bogota, Colom- 
bia; 500 miles inland, reached in six hours by plane but two weeks 
by surface travel. 

The shipment, consisting of two packages of bacterial cultures 
weighing four and a half pounds, was consigned from Denmark 
to Herr Bernado Samper, head of the Colombian National Hy- 
gienic Laboratories. Eastern Air Lines completed negotiations 
last month with the United States treasury department to become 
a domestic bonded carrier. A foreign shipper is saved long cus- 
tom delays in clearing ports of entry while the shipment travels 
through the United States. 





| SENATOR WAGNER’S BILL 


(Continued from Page 3) 
jority of the employees in the appropriate collective bargaining unit 
covered by such agreement when made.’ 
“Representatives and Elections 

“Representatives designated or selected for the purposes of collec- 
tiv: bargaining by the majority shall be the exclusive representatives 
for all of the employees in the unit; except that any minority group) 
shall have the right to bargain through their representatives until rep- 
resentatives have been selected by the majority. Right is reserved for 
any individual or minority group to designate representatives to pre-| 
sent grievances to the employer or to engage in self-organization. 

“Tt shall be the duty of the Board to decide whether the appropri- 
ate unit for the purposes of collective bargaining shall be the employer 
unit, craft unit, plant unit, or other unit. | 

“The Board is given the power to investigate any controversy and 
certify to the parties the name or names of the selected or designated 
representatives; and in such proceedings shall provide for an appropri- | 
ate hearing; and may take a secret ballot of the employees. | 

“Prevention of Unfair Labor Practices | 

“The Board is empowered to prevent any person from engaging in 
any unfair labor practice affecting commerce, and has jurisdiction over 
all labor controversies except among railway employees. The jurisdic-! 
tion of the Board is exclusive in this regard with no authorization to it 
to decline to take jurisdiction. | 

“It is provided that upon complaint to the Board or whenever the) 
Board shall have reason to believe that any person has engaged in or) 
is engaging in any unfair labor practice, there shall be issued and 
served upon such offender a complaint and notice of hearing before 
the Board or its agency at a designated place. The person complained | 
of has the right to file an answer and appear. Testimony is to be| 
taken by the Board. If the Board is of opinion that the person named | 
in the complaint is guilty of any unfair labor practice, then it shall| 
state its findings of fact and shall cause to be issued upon such per- | 
son an order requiring him to cease and desist from such unfair labor 
practice, and to take such affirmative action as will effectuate the pur- 
poses of the Bill. If upon the testimony the Board is of the opinion 
that the complaint is unfounded or unsupported, it shall so state and 
issue an order dissolving it. s : 3 

“Upon a failure of the person complained against to comply with} 
an order of the Board, the Board may petition the appropriate District 

-Court of the United States for the enforcement of such order and for 

appropriate temporary relief or restraining order. After the record is 

certified to the District Court, and notice served, the District Court 

has jurisdiction of the proceedings, with power to enter a decree en- 

forcing, modifying or setting aside the order of the Board. 
“Arbitration : 

“The Board is given power to act and to appoint agents or persons 
to act as arbitrators in labor disputes, when parties agree to submit to 
such arbitration, and the Board or its agents or appointees shall have 
the power to issue awards. When an award has been made, it shall be 
filed in the office of the Clerk of the appropriate District Court of the 
United States, and unless a petition to impeach the award shall be filed 
after service of notice of such filing, the Court shall enter judgment 

on.” ‘ 
therenis bill if passed should protect and preserve the rights of the 
American workers to organize and to direct their own destinies. Pres- 
ident Green urges that everyone that works for a living should make 
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CONGRESSMEN 
Endorse Bill 


Congressman Randolph’s Re- 
marks Greeted With 
Applause 
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MAIL CONTRACTORS. Certain 
amendments will be offered by the 
committee to clarify the measure. 
I BELIEVE THAT THE BILL IS 
SOUND, THAT IT IS NEEDED 
NOW, AND THAT IT IS CON- 
STRUCTIVE. I URGE ITS 
SPEEDY PASSAGE. 


“Mr. Speaker, we of the United 
States were proud some 8 years 
ago of the achievement of Charles 
Lindbergh, AND WE SHOULD 
TODAY BACK UP THE SPLEN- 
DID FURTHER ACHIEVEMENTS 
OF OUR AIR MAIL PILOTS AND 


SYSTEMS OF THIS COUNTRY. 
By so doing we, as Members of 
Congress, say that we will place 
this Nation as the pattern maker 
for civilization in this realm.” 

Concluding his plea in behalf 
of the Mead Bill, Congressman 
Randolph’s statements were met 
with a thunder of applause. 

Mrs. Rogers, Republican Repre- 
sentative from Massachusetts, was 
given permission to revise and ex- 
tend her remarks in the Congres- 
sional Record regarding the air 
mail situation and the Mead Bill. 
Addressing the Speaker, Mrs. 
Rogers said: 

“Mr. Speaker, I hope in the fu- 
ture there never will be such a 
farce, such a travesty as that per- 
petrated last year when the flying 
of the air mail was taken from the 
commercial pilots and turned over 
to pilots untrained and unequipped 
for that sort of flying.” 

A short time later Mrs. Rogers 
was permitted] two additional min- 
utes during which time she said: 


“There is one thing, Mr. Speak- 
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BY PILOT W. A. McHALE 


Since our last issue we have sus-| 
tained a great loss. Brother W. F. 
Strine was killed on a highway 
while changing a tire near La- 
Fayette, Indiana. 

Our Association will feel the 
loss very keenly of such an ardent 
and conscientious officer. There 
will be many other spots in avia- 
tion where Bill will be missed be- 
cause he never failed to lend a 
hand for the advancement of avia- 
tion and its personnel. Our As- 
sociation can well be proud of 
its turn-out at the funeral, both 
in the cortege and in the aerial 
escort of ten ships. The writer 
believes, althou¢ch his observations 
were made from above, that it was 
the finest and sanest piece of 
escort, formation flying he has 
ever witnessed especially consider- 
ing the many different types of 
ships and power planes in line. The 
formation was led by Brother La 
Pointe, who made the dive at the 
grave and sprayed out a stream 
of roses which fell very close to 
the grave. The brothers who took 
part in the flying escort were: 
LaPointe, Johnson, Jimmy James, 
Backus, Schnaubelt, McHale, Miss 
Loretta Breen of Stinson Airport, 
Oscar Podskalsky and _ Willie 
Schultz of Elmhurst, McBrien of 
Wilson Airport, DeWitt and 
Thomas of Ashburn and Harold 
Alford of Municipal. The signals 
from ground to formation leader 
were transmitted by Brothers 
Shepard and Woeltjen. The pall 
bearers were Brothers Tiedt, 
Hobbs, Nushart, McMillan, Dr. 
Anderson and Mr. McCue. The 
Air Line Pilots Association (In- 
ternational) was represented at the 
funeral by Mr. Jack Oates and Mr. 
Maurice Roddy. 


Appoint Committee 
At our last meeting a new Wel- 





er that it will be impossible for|fare Committee was appointed to 
the administration to deny or ex- | take care of such things as visit- 
|plain, and that is, if the Postmas-|ing the sick, helping the bereaved 
ter General was right in canceling family in case of death, arranging 
jthe air mail contracts without a | for flying escorts, procuring our 
hearing, why under this bill, is| standard emblem floral piece and 
that power taken. away from him?|yendering whatever other helpful 

“Under this bill, contracts can-|services that may seem necessary. 
|not be canceled without due hear- Our official pins were delivered 
‘ing before the Interstate Com-|to the secretary and already the 
merce Commission. The Postmas-|boys are getting their lapels all 
‘ter General can never again can-|decorated. The pins are made of 
cel air mail contracts at his own!white gold wings with a _ blue 
; will. Thank God for that.” j}enamel shield in the center, the 


|ing the proposed air mail measure, 





it known to his Congressman or Senator that this bill should be passed. 


| 
Mead Speaks | 

Discussing the bill, Mr. Mead 
said, following the reading of the 
title by the clerk: 


“Mr. Chairman, this measure 
which comes before us with the 
unanimous report of the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post} 
Roads is an excellent bill in my | 
estimation. This bill is the re- 
sult of the findings of the Federal 
Aviation Commission, and it is in 
keeping with the request for legis- 
lation contained in a message on 
aviation sent to the House recent- 
ly by the President.” 

Congressman Philip Goodwin, 
Republican of New York, discuss- 


| 
| 


said: 

“Mr. Chairman, on July 1, 1934, 
the act to revise air mail laws, 
Public, 308, went into effect, pro- 
viding that contracts for carrying 
air mail be let to the lowest bid- 
ders, in place of the plan previ- 
ously used whereby rates were set 
by the Post Office Department. 
This plan of low-bid awards has 
been tried out during the past 
year ,and it has been found that 
the air mail contractors have suf- 
fered such losses that the entire 
structure of Air Mail Service is 
endangered through great finan- 
cial losses of the carriers. In 
their endeavors to protect their 
investments in landing fields, 
routes, and equipment they have 
made bids far below the cost of 
operation, and today they are in #| 
defenseless position. The service 
required for the proper handling 
of air mail cannot be provided at 
the contract rates. 


letters I. A. P. A. engraved there- 
on. The pin is a definite miniature 
of our standard De Cal. 

The meeting last Tuesday was 
very well attended and with the 
refreshments and good fellowship 
shown was an inspiration to the 
members present to go out and 
bring every pilot now holding a 
license into our organization. 

Many times the question is 
asked: What are some of the 
achievements of our Association? 
It is suggested that a list be pre- 
pared and kept up to date so as to 
answer these inquiries in a man- 
ner that would prove the true 
worth of our organization. 

We are opening up our organ- 
ization campaign throughout the 
state of Illinois and the Good Will 
Pilots, Brothers LaPointe and Mc- 
Millan, made their first contact at 
Lansing, Ill., last Sunday. They 
found considerable rebuilding of 
ships and replacing of motors with 
tanks. There are some pilots on 
this field who belong in our organ- 
ization and we expect them to ac- 
cept our invitation to join. Mr. 
Elmer Baukus is still in charge of 
the field which is one of the finest 
in the middle west and large 
enough to land any kind of ship 
on. 

Will Sell Ship 


Our old friend and member, 
Butch Vicek, has his eye on a more 
expensive ship so he wants to sell 
his J5 Travelair which he com- 
pletely rebuilt. It is equipped with 
tail wheels, brakes, bank and turn 
and rate of climb instfuments. He 
is asking $975.00 on the hoof. 

Brother J. B. Dahl has just re- 


likes it very well. 

Mrs. Opal Laster Anderson, who 
has just received her transport li- 
cense, is now in the market for a 
ship of the Waco F. Warner or 
similar type, equipped for blind 
flying as she intends to qualify 
herself for an S. A. T. R. 

Brother Jim Rose has moved to 
Elmshurst field on his way to Alas- 
ka as he just can’t stand the heat. 
Brother Shorty Schroeder once 
wrote me that he rarely misses 
reading The AIR LINE PILOT. 
We all say, “Hello and Good Luck, 
Shorty.” 

The Flying Club at Harlem is 


still looking for an air cooled, 
three place ship. See Brother 
Prosperi. Brother A. E. Hultzen 


wants some full or semi air wheels 
with brakes. Notify either Brother 
Hultzen at 843 N. Pine Ave., Chi- 
cago, or 
Ridge Airport. 
Plan Entertainment 

The Entertainment Committee 
is making progress on its arrange- 
ments and we should get the news 
any time now. 

Brothers Captain Dick Granier, 


scheduled to take part in the fly- 
ing at the Veteran’s Hospital next 
Sunday so a good show is in pros- 
pect. 

The activities in Washington 
along the line of commissions and 
their scope and usefulness bear 
out our contentions at Springfield 


claimed that all regulations should 


ships and pilots are licensed. 

We also pointed out that if 
someone ever saw the need of a 
State Commission that its duties 
should be confined to providing 
new facilities and improving exist- 
ing ones and keep their hands off 
everything else. 


in Washington by the attempt to 
have a separate commission set up, 
politically, to handle all aviation. 
However, the Chief Executive de- 


Commission should handle all avia- 
tion rates, etc., according to the 
Mead Bill and the Department of 
Commerce should handle all other 
aviation regulations, etc. 


AIR LINES 
Employ 
6,455 Persons 


American-operated air lines had 
6,455 persons in their employ on 
January 1, according to an an- 
nouncement today by the Bureau 
of Air Commerce, Department of 
Commerce. 

These included 503 pilots, 248 
copilots, 2,201 mechanics and 
ground crew men, 1,846 other 
hangar and field employees, and 
1,657 operations and office em- 
ployees. 

The lines had 518 airplanes in 
operation at the beginning of the 
year. Consumption of gasoline on 
the air lines in the calendar year 
1934 totaled 25,136,274 gallons; 
of oil, 838,756 gallons. 

These statistics apply to the air 
lines operated by American oper- 
ators, including both domestic 
routes and extensions to foreign 
countries. 


AIR LINE PILOT 














For the most inter- 
esting and latest news 
of the air line industry 
read your paper, The 
AIR LINE PILOT, an 
airminded newspaper 





turned from Kansas City, flying an 
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Inland Sport Monoplane, and he 


representative of 
ALPA 





Bill Turgeon at Park . 


Clabaugh and Maj. Woeltjen are | 


before the Senate Committee. We | 


be made and enforced for all fly- | 
ing in this country by the Depart- | 
ment of Commerce under which all 


This question has been revived ] 


cided that the Interstate Commerce | 
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EDWARD G. HAMILTON CONTINUES ARTICLE ON WASHINGTON SET-UP 





REVIEW PLANS 
FOR HELPING 
FUTURE AIMS 


Discusses NRA, Wagner Bill 
and Other Proposals Now 
in Limelight 
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in public hearings. The urgent 
necessity for this form of legisla- 
tion goes without saying, but, 
while the President’s attitude is 
understood to be favorable, the of- 
ficial blessing of the White House 
has yet to be bestowed. The dope- 
sters have not quite made up their 
minds whether the President has 
something better up his sleeve or 
whether the unseen government 
has finally spiked his guns. We 
are still betting on the President. 

William Green recently made an 
impassioned plea for the passage 
of the bill, in the course of which 
he recited many instances of un- 
fair practices indulged in by some 
employers, which, if general, would 
be cause for a revolution. He de- 
clared that Labor is in no mood to 
be trifled with, and, if it is to be 
the law of the jungle, Labor is 
prepared. He further hinted at 
the possibility of a new labor polit- 
ical party. 

The Wagner bill would be a 
good step forward, but, in our es- 
timation, it is still short of being 
the ultimate solution. It seems to 
provide adequate means to protect 
the right of self-organization and 
collective bargaining, but its weak- 
ness lies in the arbitration of the 
general run of disputes. While it 
is true that those disputes which 
reach the stage of arbitration may 
be enforced, on the other hand be- 
fore arbitration can be had both 
parties must submit the issue. 
Consequently, and owing to the 
finality of such decisions, there will 
be difficulty in getting both parties 
to submit to such jurisdiction. If 
strikes are to be prevented it 
would seem that there should be 
an intermediate step such as is 
provided by the Railway Labor 
Act, a board with mediatory pow- 
ers only whose services could be 
invoked at the request of either 
party. 

N. R. A. Aims 

However, the important thing 
is to provide Labor with a bill of 
rights that can be understood and 
enforced. Much of the strife of 
the last year has keen due to a 
total lack of a clearly defined gov- 
ernmental policy on the meaning 
of section 7a. Once the die-hard 
industrial dictators realize they are 
fighting a losing battle and decide 
to accept the inevitable, industrial 
peace will be within range, and 
not before. The issue is as clear 
now as it was in the time of Lin- 
coln. A country can not survive 
half democracy and half dictator- 
ship. Either we must “Hitlerize” 
our Government, or “de-Hitlerize” 
our industries. 

The confusion which overshad- 
ows the N. R. A. is of much the 
same nature as that which clogs 
the passage of the Wagner bill. 
Two years ago we invited all the 
Mussolinis and Hitlers of industry 
to come to Washington and lock 
themselves in a room with General 
Johnson. The results we got serve 
us right. 

When dictators get together one 
emerges, and usually he is that one 
who makes the loudest and longest 
noise. After the verbal chloro- 
form wears off the others march 
home and do as they please. 
Which indicates that Hitler’s or 
Mussolini’s variety of dictatorship 
is the only kind that will work. 
When anyone threatens their con- 
trol he is either banished or has 
his head lopped off. 
climes and circumstances General 
Johnson might have been a howl- 
ing success. A dictator without 
supreme authority is no dictator at 
all, for there never has been in all 
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SEC. 7. Section 10 of such Act is amended to read as follows: 


“SEC. 10. All persons holding air-mail contracts shall be required to keep 
their books, records, and accounts under such regulations as may be promulgated 
by the Postmaster General, and he is hereby authorized, if and when he deems it 
advisable to do so, to examine and audit the books, records, and accounts of such 
contractors, and to require such contractors to submit full financial reports in such 
form and under such regulations as he may prescribe.”’ . 


SEC. 8. Section 13 of such Act is amended to read as follows: 


“SEC. 13. It shall be a condition upon the holding of any air mail contract 
that the rate of compensation and the working conditions and relations for all pi- 
lots and other employees of the holder of such contract shall conform to decisions 
of the National Labor Board or its successor in authority notwithstanding any limi- 
tation as to the period of effectiveness included in any such decision heretofore 
rendered. This section shall not be construed as restricting the right of any such 
employees by collective bargaining to obtain higher rates of compensation or more 
favorable working conditions and relations.” 


SEC. 9. Section 15, as amended, of such Act is amended to read as follows: 


“SEC. 15. After June 30, 1935, no person holding a contract or contracts for 
carrying air mail on a primary route shall be awarded or hold any contract for car- 
rying air mail on any other primary route, nor on more than three additional routes 
other than primary routes. In case that one person holds several contracts covering 
different sections of one air-mail route as designated by the Postmaster General, 
such several contracts shall be counted as one contract for the purpose of the pre- 
ceding sentence. It shall be unlawful for air-mail contractors, competing in paral- 
lel routes, to merge or to enter into any agreement, express or implied, which may 
result in common control or ownership. After June 30, 1935, no air-mail contrac- 
tor shall be allowed to maintain passenger or express service off the line of his air- 
mail route which in any way competes with passenger or express service available 
upon another air-mail route, except that off-line competitive service which has 
been regularly maintained for at least four months next preceding July 1, 1935, 
and such seasonal schedules as may have been regularly maintained during the 
year prior to July 1, 1935, may be continued if restricted to the number of sched- 
ules and to the stops scheduled and in effect during such period or season. 


“Upon application of the Postmaster General or of any interested air-mail 
contractor, setting forth that the general transport business or earnings upon an air- 
mail route are being adversely affected by any alleged unfair practice of another 
air-transport operator, or by any competitive air-transport service other than that 
supplied by an air-mail contractor on the line of his prescribed air-mail route, or by 
any service inaugurated after March 1, 1935, through the scheduling of competi- 
tive nonmail flights over an air-mail route, the Interstate Commerce Commission 
shall, after giving reasonable notice to the person complained of, inquire fully into 
the subject matter of the allegations; and if the commission shall find such practice 
or competition or any part thereof to be unfair, or that such competitive service in 
whole or in part is not reasonably required in the interest of public convenience 
and necessity, and if the Commission shall further find that in either case the re- 
ceipts or expenses of an air-mail contractor are so affected thereby as to tend to 
increase the cost of air-mail transportation, then it shall order such practice or com- 
petitive service, or both, as the case may be, discontinued or restricted in accord- 
ance with such findings, and the respondent named in the order shall comply there- 
with within a reasonable time to be fixed in such order.” 


AIR MAIL LEGISLATION VIEWED BY CONGRESSMEN 
OVER COLUMBIA NETWORK 


(Following is a copy of an interview on the Mead Air Mail Bill over the Columbia System 
Sunday, March 24, from 11 to 11:15 P. M., E. S. T., from WJSV, Columbia’s station for the na- 
tion’s Capital. It was between Representatives James M. Mead, Democrat, of New York, and Don- 
ald C. Dobbins, Democrat, of Illinois. They were the speakers on Columbia’s “Congressional Opin- 
ion” series of broadcasts heard each Sunday evening at the same hour.) 

MR. MEAD: Mr. Dobbins, we have been given this time, as you know, 
through the courtesy of the Columbia Broadcasting System, to discuss the new Air- 
Mail Measure, which we are to take up for consideration, as a special order of the 
day, tomorrow at noon when the House of Representatives convenes. You are no 
doubt called upon to answer many questions in connection with the pending bill in 
which the general public might also be interested. For that reason I am going to 
ask what I think is a natural first question, and that is, Mr. Dobbins, what occasion 
or demand is there for this new air-mail legislation? 


MR. DOBBINS: Why, Mr. Mead, the need for this legislation is outlined in 
the report of the Federal Aviation Commission made to the President on January 
22, 1935; and it is also to be found in the President’s message to Congress made on 
January 31st of this year. Now that I have mentioned what prompts the legisla- 
tion, I would like your opinion, Mr. Mead, as to what constitutes the most important 
feature of the measure. 


MR. MEAD: The most important feature of the bill can be found in Section 
4. It provides that the Interstate Commerce Commission may raise the rates of 
compensation for carrying air-mail above those rates specified in the Act of 1934, 
but not to exceed such rates by more than 20%. It may well be asked why any au- 
thority should be given to the Interstate Commerce Commission to increase the 
compensation of the air-mail carriers over the amounts now paid them, those rates 
being based either upon the bids made by them in competitive lettings last year, or 
upon a reduction of that amount in some cases to bring it down to the maximum of 
3314 cents a mile fixed by the Air Mail Act of 1934. There are several reasons 
that occur to me. In the first place the character of equipment provided for air 
transportation is being rapidly improved, and it is necessary for the transport com- 
panies, in order to keep their business, to provide the most up-to-date equipment. 
Again, the schedules are faster now than they were before, and that means that a 
higher class of mail service is being furnished than was required at the time the 
contracts were let. And you know, Mr. Dobbins, there are other factors that have 
greatly increased operating costs. 


MR. DOBBINS: Yes, Mr. Mead, unquestionably there are other factors of 
(Continued on Page 6, Col. 2) 
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turned from a trip to Los Angeles 
after one of them. I rode out on 
the night sleeper from Fort Worth 
and, boys, I am sure sold on that 
class of service. It is not only the 
coming thing, but it is here. Do 
the passengers like it? Just ask 
them! Two or three stop Pullman 
planes from Chicago and St. Louis 
to the Pacific with eight hour night 
service is an ideal schedule. The 
sooner the air lines wake up to the 
possibilities of that class of busi- 
ness the sooner we will have the 
ideal air line. I slept better than 
I would have on a railroad car, and 
the trip was a lot smoother. The 
only time I woke up was on land- 
ing and taxiing. Of course the 
fewer the stops the less the passen- 
gers will be disturbed. 





BY PILOT RAY T. ELSMORE 
Council No. 23—NPA 

Like the waters of Old Man 
River that “keep on rolling, just 
keep on rolling along’, so do the 
pilots of Council No. 23- just keep 
on flying and keep on flying along, 
regardless of all uncertainties, up- 
sets in airmail contracts, reverber- 
ations from the halls of Congress 
or doings in Washington. 

In addition to just keeping on 
flying, some progress and advance- 
ments are being made on our line. 
Fokker Super-Universals, Boeing 
40B4’s and Stearman aircraft for- 
merly used exclusively by National 
Parks Airways have been discard- 
ed since the airmail upset and we 
are now flying Boeing twin-mo- 
tored 247’s. Another of these very 
fine planes was just recently added 
to our equipment. 

The Department of Commerce 
last fall extended beacons for 
night flying from Spencer, Idaho, 
to Dell, Montana, and are now en- 
gaged in making a survey for ex- 
tension of lights and lighted emer- 

(Continued on Page 7, Col. 1) 
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division of the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission be formed for 
that purpose.” 

Bill Approved 

President Behncke had previous- 
ly advised President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt regarding the resolution 
passed by the Air Line Pilots As- 
sociation convention favoring In- 
terstate Commerce Commission 
control and it is indeed interesting 
to note in Mr. Pritchard’s article 
that he credits the Air Line Pilots 
Association, and properly so, as 
originally practically standing 
alone in advocating Interstate 
Commerce Commission control. It 
now seems generally agreed by pi- 
lots and operators that this is with- 
out doubt the means for stabilizing 
the industry. 

Just prior to the passage of the 
Mead Bill by the House, an at- 
tempt was made to delay matters 
by having the Chicago City Coun- 
cil protest to Congress on the 
grounds that the measure would 
curtail air traffic into the city. Ac- 
cording to the press this argument 
was instituted by T. W. A. It was 
later learned that such was ‘not the 
case and that the Mead Bill had 
been amended to the satisfaction 
of all and as a result the city coun- 
cil committee on aviation silently 
dropped their “protest”, as it was 
established that there were abso- 
lutely no grounds for the argu- 
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“On account of this very vital 
situation in the development of 
air service, both from the Air 
Mail Service standpoint and from 
the national-defense situation, the 
Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads has held hearings and 
deems it a necessity to amend the 
air-mail law and to further extend 
the service.” 

Dobbins’ Views 

Following Mr. Goodwin, Con- 
gressman Dobbins, Democrat of 
Illinois and member of the House 
Post Office and Post Roads Com- 
mittee, expressed himself regard- 
ing the Mead Bill. 

“As the chairman of the com- 
mittee has told you, the need for 
this legislation has been made} 
clear by the report of the Federal | 
Aviation Commission, and empha- | 
sized by the message of the Pres- 
ident delivered to the Congress 
on the 31st day of January. 
There are two or three salient fea-j 
tures of this bill; probably the 
most important is the authority it 
grants to the Interstate Commerce 
Commission to raise rates of air 
mail pay as well as to lower them. 
They now have the authority to 
lower them, but they have no au- 
thority to raise them; and that 
Commission has recently conclud- 
ed a very exhaustive inquiry into 
what constitutes rates of pay for 
the transportation of the mail 
through the air. These conclus- 
ions show that in the majority of 
instances the mail is now being 
carried for less than compensatory 
rates, and it finds that in 8 out of 
25 or 30 contracts the maximum 
amount of pay authorized under 
the law is justified, this maximum 
being 33% cents per mile of air 
travel.” 

During his discussion, Congress- 
man Dobbins yielded to Repre- 
sentative Michener of Michigan 
‘who said: 

“As a matter of fact, this bill 
simply recognizes in plain language 
the fact that we must pay a sub- 
sidy or bonus in connection with 
these contracts. The effort is to 
reduce the subsidy or the bonus to 
the minimum?” 

Later remarks of Congressman 
Dobbins and as published in the 
Congressional Record stated: 

“Yes; and that inquiry suggests 
just one other important feature 
of this bill which I wish to men- 
tion briefly. It undertakes to pro- 
tect the airline carriers against 
unfair or unnecessary competition 
on the part of other operators, but 
if another operator competing 
with an airline carrier can show 
that the competitive service which 
he proposes to offer is either fair 
competition or is necessary in the 
public interest, then under the 
terms of this bill the Interstate 
Commerce Commission can author- 
ize the competition. I think this 
answers a doubt that has been ex- 
pressed by a great many people 
upon this question.” 


Maas Talks 


Taking the floor, Congressman 
Maas from Minnesota declared 
THAT THERE HAD BEEN 
SPENT $100,000,000 IN AIR 
MAIL SUBSIDY AND THAT 
THERE IS NOT A MAN IN THE 
HOUSE WHO CAN TELL 
WHERE THAT MONEY HAS 
GONE OR HOW IT HAS BEEN 
USED. 

At this point, Congressman Mc- 
Farlane, Democrat of Texas, asked 
if Mr “Maas would yield the floor. 
Mr. Maas agreed and according to 
the Congressional Record the fol- 
lowing testimony was presented: 

MR. McFARLANE: I think I 





National 


practically own and control not 
only the passenger and manufac- 
turing lines but control most of 
the air-mail contracts as well. 
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importance. The safety of air travel has been greatly advanced through regula- 
tions imposed by the Department of Commerce and by the Air Mail Act of 1934. 
Two-way radio service is now required over all the important lines, so that the pi- 
lots may be kept informed at all times as to weather and ground conditions and 
other operating hazards. Blind flying, as it is commonly called, is thus made pos- 
sible. Another safety measure which has greatly increased cost of operation is the 
requirement that planes operating over hilly or mountainous territory, or across 
bodies of water, must have more than one motor, and that all engines must be of 
such power that if one goes dead the remaining motor will keep the ship in the air, 
thus avoiding the hazard of an emergency landing. Many lines have had to buy 
new and expensive equipment for this reason. These requirements were all im- 
posed in the public interest, and do you not think they have been worth the cost? 


MR. MEAD: They surely have, Mr. Dobbins. You will remember the testi- 
mony before our Committee by very well informed members of the Federal Avia- 
tion Commission, to the effect that the service now provided by the air lines is su- 
perior to that heretofore furnished in practically every important feature, includ- 
ing the paramount considerations of safety, regularity of performance, speed, and 
comfort. Conditions of this kind, which have been brought into existence through 
wide-awake legislative and administrative policies on the part of the Government 
cannot fail to give satisfaction to every patriotic American citizen. 


MR. DOBBINS: Mr. Mead, there is another highly important factor enter- 
ing into operating costs which neither of us has mentioned. Yet it is one that is in- 
separably connected with the successful operation of any kind of transportation or 
navigation, on land, on sea, and particularly in the air. I refer to the human ele- 
ment—the personnel, the men who pilot the airplanes. 


MR. MEAD: Oh, yes, indeed, that should not be overlooked. When, in 
1934, provision was made for the letting of new air-mail contracts by competitive 
bidding, we took particular care to guard against a natural tendency to lower costs 
through reductions in the pilots’ wages, and we required that the pilots should be 
paid according to the fair standards estiblished by the National Labor Board. With- 
out doubt, this has resulted in maintaining the efficient and preeminently safe serv- 
ice in which we all take pride. 


MR. DOBBINS: Yes, and while the computations made by the airline 
operators, by the Post Office Department, and by the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission, are not by any means identical, they all are in harmony on this point,— 
that at present rates of compensation practically every air-mail operator in the 
country is losing money, and that these losses are fairly well distributed among the 
larger and smaller operators, the aggregate amounting to several million dollars a 
year. It is quite evident that unless the Interstate Commerce Commission is given 
authority to revise the rates, either downward or upward, within rigid statutory 
limitations, with a top limit slightly above that now provided, many of the lines will 
have to discontinue operations, and our air-mail service, in which all of us take so 
much pride, will be sadly crippled. And I think we are in agreement Mr. Mead, 
that this crippling would not result in any way from the cancellation of air-mail 
contracts, concerning which there was so much controversy in 1934. 


MR. MEAD: Indeed it would not. The cancellation of contracts took place 
over a year ago. Since then, entirely new contracts have been awarded, at prices 
assumed by the operators to be fair, and for which they agreed to furnish service 
under those contracts. The new contractors, without exception, in the meantime 
have demonstrated their ability to give to the Post Office Department a better air- 
mail service than was ever before furnished. If these contractors were allowed to 
supply a service no more adequate than that formerly supplied, and to dispense 
with the features of increased safety, speed, and comfort which everyone concedes 
to be worth much more to the public than their cost, they no doubt could continue 
to carry the mails at present prices, and without substantial loss, except possibly 
in a very few cases. One thing I believe ought to be borne in mind,—that with the 
increases provided for in the pending legislation, and with thousands of miles of 
additional air routes, and increases in the annual mileage flown extending into the 
millions, and with all of the other improvements and advantages which are now af- 
forded, this new air-mail service under the proposed legislation will be supplied to 
the Government at considerably less cost than the inferior service we had in the 
past, even if every air-mail carrier should receive the maximum amount authorized 
by law. 


MR. DOBBINS: Now, Mr. Mead, you have touched upon the expansion 
that has been made in our air-service. I recall that this service now covers forty- 
six states, with indirect service to the other two, and provides inter-island service 
in Hawaii. And the number of cities served directly has been increased in the last 
year from 152 to 193. What further increases does the new legislation authorize? 


MR. MEAD: Notwithstanding that we are now flying a longer route mile- 
age than ever before, and the planes are flying more frequently than ever before, a 
still greater expansion is provided for in the new bill. The limit of route mileage 
will be extended from 29,000 to 32.000 miles, and the miles flown annually will 
have an authorized increase of 45,000,000 over the present limit of 40,000,000. Un- 
necessary and wasteful competition between air-line operators will be restricted, 
and this security against destructive competition will result in the air lines devot- 


ing all of their enterprise to the improvement of the service rendered, with the - 


unquestionable result that they will attract a greater volume of passenger and mail 
traffic than has been possible to obtain under former conditions. I know, Mr. Dob- 
bins, that the formulation of this new law has meant a lot of work for you and for 
me, and for other legislative and administrative officials here in Washington; but I 
can envision results from that work so gratifying that none of us will ever regret 
the time and effort we have expended on it. 


Trust’s principal lobbyists, I un- 
derstand, is former Governor Max 
Gardner, of North Carolina. They 
maintain a very elaborate suite of 
offices here. I understand from 
good authority that they received 
$75,000 last year in fees from air 
line companies. 


Politics Barred 


MR. HAINES: Mr. Chairman, 
I question very much if there is 
another committee in the House 
where politics enters into its de- 
liberations as little as our commit- 
tee of which the gentleman from 
New York (MR. MEAD) is our 
beloved chairman. Each member 
of our committee honors and re- 
spects him because we realize that 
he understands his job. He is 
fair and just to every member of 
the committee and is always will- 
ing to listen to any suggestions 
ithat may come for better postal 
legislation. 


Representative Haines was per- 


Meads’ time and in discussing the 
bill said: 

“T think this is a good bill. It 
may work some temporary hard- 
ship on one or two lines, and yet 
it may prove to be a blessing to 
them. The committee has worked 


bill that would protect the legit- 
imate contractor and also the Gov- 
ernment.” 

Relative to the 
amendments, the 
Record prints the following de- 
tailed account regarding provisions 
for all pilots. 

THE CHAIRMAN: The ques- 
tion is on the amendment offered 
by the gentleman from New York 
(MR. BACON). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

Sec. 9. Section 13 of such act is 
amended to read as follows: 

“Sec. 13. It shall be a condi- 
tion upon the holding of any air- 
mail contract that compensation 
for pilots employed by the holder 
of such contract shall be paid at 
the rate established by the latest 
decision of the National Labor 
Board or its successor in authority. 
Compliance with any such decision 
that has heretofore been or may 
hereafter be rendered affecting the 
wages, working conditions, or re- 
lations of any employee of such 
holder shall likewise be required. 


question of 


employees by collective bargaining 
to obtain higher rates of compen- 
sation or more favorable working 
conditions and relations.” 


Pilot Provisions 
MR. MEAD: Mr. Chairman, I 
offer an amendment. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Committee amendment offered 
by Mr. Mead: Page 6, line 4, be- 
fore the word “pilots,” insert the 
word “all.” 
MR. MEAD: Mr. Chairman, I 
yield to the gentleman from IIlli- 
nois (MR. DOBBINS) to offer a 
substitute to the amendment. 

MR. DOBBINS: Mr. Chairman, 
I offer a substitute to the amend- 
ment, which I send to the desk. 

The clerk read as follows: 

Substitute amendment proposed 
by Mr. Dobbins in lieu of the com- 
mittee amendment to section 9 of 
H. R. 6511, as proposed by Mr. 
Mead: On page 6, strike out all of 
lines 3 to 10, inclusive, and the 
remainder of the word “required” 
appearing in line 11 and insert in 
lieu thereof the following: 

“Sec. 13. It shall be a condition 
upon the holding of any air mail 
‘contract that the rate of compen- 
sation and the working conditions 
and relations for all pilots and 
other employees of the holder of 
such contract shall conform to de- 
cisions 


tofore rendered.” 
Explain Point 











(Continued on Page 7, Col. 5) 








mitted the balance of Chairman | 


hard, tried its best to bring out a | 


Congressional | 





This section shall not be construed | 
as restricting the right of any such | 








of the National Labor 
Board, or its successor in author- 
ity, notwithstanding any limitation 
as to the period of its effectiveness 
included in any such decision here- 







MR. DOBBINS: Mr. Chairman, 
the purpose of this amendment is 
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RECORD 


Mail Increase 





Postmaster General Farley 
Declares Figures Establish 
New Mark 





A marked increase in the vol- 
ume of air mail was reported today 
by Postmaster General James A. 
Farley, who stated that the latest 
compilation of air mail poundage 
reports from all over the country 
revealed an increase of 41.72 per 
cent in December 1934 over the 
same month in 1933. 

The 931,425 pounds of air mail 
represented in this increase sets a 
new all-time poundage record for 
a single month, the previous high 
mark having been recorded in Oc- 
tober, 1934, when 916,416 pounds 
of air mail were transported by 
the Post Office Department. 


Record Total 


The record-breaking total of 
931,425 pounds for December is an 
increase of 274,222 pounds over 
December, 1933, when, under the 
old air mail system, 657,203 
pounds were recorded. The pre- 
vious high mark of 916,416 pounds 
of air mail in October, 1934, rep- 
resented an increase of 37.71 per 
cent over the same month in 1933 
under the old system. 

Figures on the air mail volume 
for the last quarter of the calen- 
dar year, 1934, October, Novem- 
ber and December, show an in- 
crease of 717,169 pounds over the 
same months in 1933. There were 
2,671,57 pounds of air mail carried 
in this period in 1934 as against 
1,954,409 pounds under the old 
system in 1933. 

This tremendous increase in air 
mail volume coincides with the 
great expansion of the Post Office 
Department’s new air mail system 
and also with the lower air mail 
postage rate which became effec- 
tive July 1, 1934, reducing the air 
mail postage rate from eight cents 
for the first ounce and thirteen 
cents for each additional ounce to 
a flat rate of six cents per ounce. 


Detail Service 

The Post Office Department’s 
new air mail system, which was set 
up in the Spring of 1934, gives di- 
rect service to forty-six states and 
indirect service to the other two 
states, and also provides inter-is- 
land service in the Hawaiian Ter- 
ritory, in addition to increasing the 
number of cities served from 152 
to 198. The total population of 
the cities now served by air mail 
exceeds thirty-six million, with the 
present system embracing 28,973 
route and 39,791,019 fiown miles 
as compared with 25,248 route and 
34,937,691 flown miles under the 
old system. 





Council Notes 





(Continued from Page 5) 
gency fields from Dell on 
3utte. 

The prospects for continuance 
of our line are therefore brighter 
now than they have been for some 
time in the past. From all out- 
ward indications, the pilots of 
Council No. 28 will therefore con- 
tinue to be found flying and flying 
along. 


into 





Broughton Reports 
UAL Activities 


BY PILOT DON E. BROUGHTON 
Council No. 34—UAL 

Everything has been fairly quiet 
on the Western Front of United 
Air Lines this past month. We 
have had our usual March storms 
and winds with velocities well over 
100 miles an hour at high alti- 
tudes, and plenty of dust over the 
deserts. Each day, however, 
brings with it another sign of 
spring. 

Spring fever is noticeable in 
many personalities hereabouts. In 
fact, its effect on me had a lot, I 
think, to do with my moving out in 
the country. Yep! By heck! On 
my days off you can find me gazing 
out across my vast three-acre es- 

(Continued in Col. 4) 





ED. HAMILTON 
GIVES VIEWS 


(Continued from Page 5) 
history more than one dictator in 
one place at one time, at least 
among the living. 





Plans Discussed 


Almost all of the ills of the 
world have found their origin in 
the lust for power of individuals. 
And always the most stable gov- 
ernments were those wherein the 
people had learned to resolve their 
differences through peaceful meth- 
ods of give-and-take. The failure 
of the N. R. A., in so far as it has 
failed, has been caused by too 
much “take” and not enough 
“give” on the part of those who 
usurped its powers and misused it 
as an instrument for increasing 
profits rather than for spreading 
purchasing power. 

The fundamental ideals upon 
which the N. R. A. were launched 
are still there and still workable. 
But one can not entrust the demo- 
cratic principles of self-govern- 
ment to a group of dictatorial self- 
seekers any more than one can en- 
trust sweets to the tender care of 
a child. It is our belief that the 
workings of the N. R. A. is a gov- 
ernmental function exclusively, 
and to turn such powers over to 
those whom we are trying to res- 
cue is in effect a relinquishment of 
governmental authority to private 
interests. If we are to have any 
measure of success in the new field 
of economic planning, we should 
place it in the hands of a commis- 
sion of quasi-judicial authority. 
To do otherwise, or as we attempt- 
ed to do but recently, is to place 
in the hands of our capitalistic sys- 
tem a certain weapon of self-de- 
struction. 

Our changing social order is the 
result of the inevitable and natural 
tendency of wealth to accumulate 
wealth; the big fellows swallowing 
up the little fellows. As corpora- 
tions increase in size the rate of 
accumulation accelerates, and, if 
uncontrolled, the ultimate will be 
one huge surviving octopus owning 
and controlling all wealth. If in 
this process the stock ownership of 
this colossus were evenly distrib- 
uted, which by the nature of things 
it could not be, we might say that 
we had indirectly achieved social- 
ism. However, there is still an- 
other grave danger. Thanks to 
our banking system and particu- 
larly the gold standard of money 
these industrial expansions know 
no boundaries. Hence it will be 
impossible to confine them within 
our borders. Thanks also to that 
same banking system the owner- 
ship of these huge corporations 
will tend to concentrate more and 


-|more into fewer and fewer hands. 


Future Needs 


Perhaps such an outlook with 
proper safeguards is desirable. 
But that need not worry us now. 
The immediate problem with which 
we are faced is that in the process 
of evolution the consumers’ only 
protection, free competition, is fast 
disappearing. And, if the corpora- 


RAILWAY 
Pilots Benefit 


ALPA Is Pledged Support 
by Railway Workers 
Organization 








Despite the physical handicaps of 
President Behncke, ALPA is pro- 
gressing rather rapidly with the 
formulation of its 1935 legislative 
program. 

Since the present air mail law is 
only temporary and is to be sup- 
planted by a permanent policy, it 
is most imperative that ALPA re- 
main on the alert so that the law- 
makers may have a constant and 
honest picture of the air mail situ- 
ation, especially relative to pilots. 

It has been brought to the atten- 
tion of President Behncke that air 
line pilots would gain materially 
from the benefits possible under 
the National Mediation Board, 
which is permanent and may be 
destroyed only by amendment to 
the Railway Labor Act. It is the 
duty of the board to take care of 
the relationship between employers 
and employees in all industries 
controlled by the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission. 


ALPA Victory 


Recently President Roosevelt 
decided in the pilots’ favor when 
he did not concur with the recom- 
mendations of the Federal Avia. 
tion Commission for a separate air 
commission, but favored ICC con- 
trol for all forms of transporta- 
tion, including air. 

A resolution was passed at the 
second international convention of 
the Air Line Pilots Association to 
the effect that ALPA was against 
a separate aviation commission, 
but favored Interstate Commerce 
control. 

Support Pledged 

For the air line pilots to come 
under the protective provisions of 
the Railway Labor Act, it will be 
necessary to amend the bill, which 
was sponsored and created through 
the efforts of the twenty-one rail- 
road organizations. 

Accordingly, to do this, it was 
necessary to secure the -endorse- 
ment and promise of support for 
our proposal from the Railway La- 
bor Executives Association. 


When this group recently met in 
Chicago, although unable to at- 
tend, President Behncke managed 
to have ALPA proposals presented 
and the desired approval and co- 
operation was obtained by the air 
line pilots. 

The matter was now submitted 
to the Councils and the Executive 
Council, and tabulation of votes 
show that a majority of the coun- 
cils favor including the air line pi- 
lots under the jurisdiction of the 


| National Mediation Board. 


Regarding the extension of the 
present Labor Board decision, a 
vote was taken and the majority 
of councils approved such a plan 
as if the Labor Board decision was 
extended it would be furnishing a 
breathing spell during this unset- 
tled period and would afford defi- 
nite protection until permanent 





tion is to serve the people, and not 
the people serve the corporation, | 
the N. R. A. must be re-established 
in workable form and made a per- 
manent function of our Govern- 
ment. 

The fate of the N. R. A. is still 
in the balance. Hearings before a 
Senate committee are now being 
conducted. There is every indica- 
tion that a failure of method may 





be confused with a seeming failure 


ground could be reached. 





of principles which have never 
been given a chance to operate, 
and thus blight a necessary institu- 
tion. It is too early yet to venture 
a guess as to the outcome, but un- 
doubtedly the N. R. A. will be con- 
tinued, though still as an unprece- 
dented experiment in the relin- 
quishment of governmental author- 
ity. 








Organization Head Leaves Hospital 








On March 5, President Behncke left the hospital and is now pro- 


gressing very favorably in the business of 


getting well at his home. 


He is spending most of his time sitting up and as usual he has a 
telephone handy and works every afternoon on matters in Pl do 


with directin 


centered in Washington during the 


the affairs of the Association which have been 


rgely 


past. six weeks. 


He has been ably assisted by Mr. E. G. Hamilton and excellent 


ro 
In e McKellar-Black bill which 
year. It has practically elimina 


ss has been made in extending the protective ee included 
has worked out so well during the last 


the trouble and con 


: troversies 
centering around wage questions that were so prevalent heretofore. - 


The doctor 





romises that Mr. Behncke will be able to walk in two 


weeks but he, of course, will have to be very careful for some time. 
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(Continued from Col. 1) 
tate, dreaming of its possibilities, 
if any. (Try digging up three 
acres of land and you’ll think it’s 
VAST, too.) At least Dr. Padden 
won’t have to gripe at me for not 
exercising. I’ve invited all my 
brother pilots out to dig in the 
soil but the only ones to show up 
so far were Burr Winslow and Jim 
Belding. Burr came out one morn- 
ing after having stubbed his toe in 
San Francisco and still didn’t feel 
like digging or caressing Old 
Mother Nature. Jim happened out 
one afternoon just in time to help 
move my rabbit hutch. To date 
my live stock collection is as fol- 
lows: 500-chickens, six doe rab- 
bits, carrying at least fifty little 
bucks and does, and one excellent 
milk goat. Everything on this 
ranch, except my wife and family, 
is for sale or trade. What have 
you? (Paid Adv.) 

Captains Hegenberger and Bis- 
sel, of the U. S. Air Corps, have 
kept the Bay District guessing as 
to when they are going to start 
their round-trip hop to Hawaii in 
their Douglas “Mystery Plane’’. 
They have additional new equip- 
ment in a recently perfected radio 
compass, which is supposed to take 
the human hazard out of navigat- 
ing long water stretches. 

Bowling alleys in Salt Lake City, 
Reno and the Bay District are the 
effects of pilots in more ways than 
one. They must feel we are good 
business and as long as we don’t 
take the balls home with us any- 
thing goes. When Eddie Blom 
rolls the old ball, the pin setters 
all take off for safety’s sake. The 
same pin setters wear themselves 
out picking up pins after George 
Meyers, Chief Pilot of the Boeing 
School. Every time Creighton 
Geer throws a ball the next in turn 
has to wait at least fifteen minutes 
for Creit to walk back up the alley. 
Burr Winslow and Russell Munson 
must be pretty good for they win 
all the side money, usually at 5c 
a point, or $1.00 a game. These 
two, however, would just as soon 
sit in a Boston Rummy game at 5c 
a point. Burr says it isn’t as hard 
work while Russell has enough 
strength in his arm to deal out 
cards all day long. 

Doc Eefsen, of the Northwest 
Division, although not a heavy 
gambler, is the undisputed cham- 
pion of high bowling scores. How- 
ard Fay (also Northwest Division) 
argues that bowling is better for 
the Snider than farming, chicken 
raising, goat milking, 
barnyard exercises. 

Eddie Greer left for New York 
and points east on his annual va- 
cation. Eddie says his real reason 
for going east is to drive a new 
Hupmobile back from Detroit. 
But—Oh, Boy! what lovely chassis 
they have in the east! 

Jim Belding, Salt Lake Reserve, 
has been flying Jack O’Brien’s run 
the past month. Jack and Mary 
O’Brien have been visiting friends 
in Los Angeles. They are back in 
Oakland now and Jack is making 
good use of his time studying me- 
teorology; also building up his 
blind flying time. 

P. S. The writer believes that 
the above mentioned Winslow and 
Munson are natural-born vultures 
when it comes to games of chance. 
They are most willing and, in fact, 
anxious to give anyone a lesson 
anywhere and at any time. Let 
this be a general warning that men 
wearing checkered suits and smok- 
ing black cigars have forsaken the 
railroads in search of victims. 
These slickers are wolves in sheep- 
skin-lined flying suits. 





More News Notes 
About Vacation Plans 





BY PILOT R. A. BOLYARD 
Council No. 40—AA 

This spring the fancy of the 
Cleveland membership seems to be 
turning not so much to love as to 
vacations, although we do have one 
marriage to report —that of Co- 
pilot Talbot. 

The vacation urge started in 
February and to date Pilots W. H. 


(Continued on Page 8, Col, 2) 


or other]. 


PHYSICAL 
Letter Written 


Major R. W. Schroeder Pre- 
pares Memorandum for 
Pilots on Subject 








A memorandum has been pre- 
pared by Major R. W. Schroeder, 
Chief of Air Line Inspection Serv- 
ice, covering the subject of physi- 
cal examination of air line pilots 
which is published below: 

1. The purpose of the 90 day 
air line pilot physical examination 
is not to suspend or disqualify an 
air line pilot but to give certain 
medical examiners an opportunity 
to study them more closely than is 
ordinarily done so that they, in 
turn, may render to the Bureau of 
Air Commerce their opinion re- 
garding the maximum flying time 
that any air line pilot may fly in 
any given period. 

2. The pilot will be ordered to 
report to a designated Department 
of Commerce air line medical ex- 
aminer for the intermediate 90 day 
examinations. This examiner will 
ordinarily be located at the pilot’s 
base or at the other end of his 
division. 

3. The annual and semi-annual 
physical examination for air line 
pilots may be made by any desig- 
nated Department of Commerce 
medical examiner. (Company ex- 
aminations by an authorized De- 
partment of Commerce medical 
examiner, Army and Navy exam- 
inations will be acceptable.) 

4. It is not necessary for an 
unemployed air line pilot to take 
the intermediate 90 day examina- 
tions to keep his SATR active. 

5. The Medicar Section of the 
Department of Commerce will ad- 
vise a newly employed air line pi- 
lot, or a copilot being advanced to 
first pilot, regarding his intermedi- 
ate 90 day physical examinations 
and it will not be necessary to take 
this examination until so advised. 

6. All reserve pilots listed as 
such will be required to take the 
90 day examinations. 

A letter covering this subject in 
detail went out to all members a 
short time ago. 


PROTECTS 
Section 13 


Bill Requires Air Mail Oper- 
ators to Pay National 


Labor Board Scale 


(Continued from Page 6) 

in no way hostile to the purpose of 
the committee amendment. It is 
offered individually by reason of 
the fact that a defect in the law 
as written and drafted came to our 
attention after the last meeting of 
the committee. The language of 
the act as it now reads would not 
include radio operators, who are 
becoming increasingly important 
as one class of employees of the 
air line operators. 

Another clarification the amend- 
ment proposes is to make it con- 
clusive that the decision of the 
National Labor Board, rendered in 
May of last year, establishing the 
rate of pay and the working con- 
ditions for pilots, shall be con- 
tinued after the 1-year limitation 
that was included in that decision. 
The decision established a 1-year 
limitation by reason of the fact, as 
annnounced by the Board, that leg- 
islation was pending upon the 
question, and they wished to make 
only a temporary decision. This 
amendment as worded continues 
the effect of that decision until 
there is another decision of the 
National Labor Board changing its 
effect. 

Off Line Operation Discussed 

MR. DOBBINS: There is noth- 
ing in this bill, Mr. Chairman, 
which prohibits any -independent 
contractor from starting any serv- 
ice anywhere that he chooses, but 
if he does that——— 

MR. MAPES: Provided he does 














not have an air-mail contract 
(Continued on Page 8, Col. 5) 
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193. 
ruption Report form, (Form 66) 
furnished by the Bureau of Air 
Commerce, shall be made out after 
each mechanical interruption and 
sent in duplicate to the air line 
maintenance inspector supervising 
such operation. 

194. (C) A Weather Interrup- 
tion Report formfi (Form 70) fur- 
nished by the Bureau of Air Com- 
merce, shall be made out after 
each weather interruption and sent 
in duplicate to the air line inspec- 
tor supervising such operation. 

195. (D) A copy of the com- 
pany’s daily report, covering me- 
chanical trouble, shall be made 
available to the air line mainte- 
nance inspector. 

CHAPTER 10 
MISCELLANEOUS 
Sec. 1. Changes in Aeronautics 

Bulletin No. 7-E. 

196. (A) Changes will be effec- 
tive as of January 1st of each 
year. However, changes will be 
made at any time if the safety of 
the operation demands. 

197. (B) Suggested changes in 
these regulations should be sub- 
mitted to the Bureau of Air Com- 
merce during April of each year. 
At a conference to be held by the 
Bureau, in Washington, on, or 


(B) A Mechanical Inter- 


;rest, relaxation and onions. 





about, the first of the following | 

October, such changes will be pre- | 

sented for the discussion and de-' 

liberation of all interested indi- 
viduals and groups prior to final | 
decision as to adoption. 

198. (C) New requirements | 
will not be retroactive unless they 
directly affect safety. 

Sec. 2. Changes in Airways or 
Airway Navigational Facilities. 
199. The air line operator or 

operators using any Federally- 

maintained airway will be consult- 
ed before any changes in airways 
or airway navigational facilities 
are made. In the event of a dif- 
ference of opinion arising relative 
to such changes, the Director of 
Air Commerce will render final de- 


cision. 
Sec. 3. Deviations. 
200. When unusual circum- 


stances or conditions warrant, the 
Bureau of Air Commerce may per- 
mit or require such deviations 
from each section of these regu- 
lations as may be deemed neces- 
sary and proper. 
CHAPTER 11 
PENALTIES IMPOSABLE 

Sec. 1. 

201. Any individual or associa- 
tion, chartered or otherwise, oper- 
ating an air line in interstate air 
commerce without a duly issued 
air line certificate is subject to the 
imposition of a civil penalty. In 
addition to the civil penalty and/ 
or fine and imprisonment that may 
be imposed in certain instances 
under the Air Commerce Act of 
1926, as amended, the air line cer- 
tificate and/or letter or letters of 
authority issued thereunder may 
be suspended or revoked for: 

202. (A) Violating the Air 
Commerce Act, as amended, or the 
Air Commerce Regulations, includ- 
ing those herein contained or such 
other specific requirements as ap- 
pear in the particular air line cer- 
tificate. 

203. (B) Conducting opera- 
tions contrary to the public safety 
and interest. 

204. (C) Failure to make any 
proper and/or seasonable report, 
which may be required by the Sec- 
retary of Commerce. 

205. (D) Making false or de- 
ceptive statement in the applica- 
tion or in the information accom- 
panying the application for said 
certificate or in any report re- 
quired by the Secretary of Com- 
merce. 

206. (E) Fraudulently forging, 
counterfeiting, altering or falsely 
making an air line certificate, or 
using with knowledge, or attempt- 
ing to use any such fraudulent 
certificate. 

Director of Air Commerce. 
Eugene L. Vidal, 
Effective: 





October 1, 1934. 











COUNCIL NEWS NOTES 


Interesting Items 


About Line Pilots 


ALPA 
MATTERS 
PUBLISHED 








Moore, Hudson, Robinson, and 
Stephan have scattered to all 
points of the compass in search of 
You 
see, Moore went to Bermuda, fa- 
mous for its onions and bicycles, 
and became so proficient on the 
latter that he suggests placing 
them about the country as auxil- 
iary equipment for weatherbound 
pilots. 
Sleepers Assigned 

B. W. Robinson took someone’s 
advice and “went west”, spending 
most of his vacation in Illinois. L. 
Stephan, formerly of Detroit, is 
basking on the sands of Florida, 
and L. P. Hudson was last seen 
heading for parts of Texas and 
Mexico. 

Recent additions to the Cleve- 
land council are Pilots DeVore and 
Bradford and Copilot Bolyard, all 
from Newark. They are assigned 
to the Cleveland-Nashville run, 
which, incidentally, has just been 
equipped with Condor sleepers. 
The latter should prove to be a 
decided boon to weary pilots can- 


‘celled out for the night at some 


flag-stop—except for the fact that 
they will probably be filled to ca- 
pacity in such cases. 
Welcome First Air 

Stop on Mail Run 





BY PILOT H. W. SUSOTT 
Council No. 20—AA 
On March 4, Elkins, W. Va., 
was made a regular stop on our 
Chicago-Washington run. This 
small city turned out in a big way 
to see the first air mail and pass- 
enger ships arrive and depart. 
Pilot: Slim Payne flew the West- 
bound, while Pilot Young flew the 
Eastbound. Before being made a 
regular stop the Elkins Airport 
had come in very handy several 
times as an emergency field. 
After reading about the trouble 
in Greece, our chairman, Pilot 
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Proctor, decided it was time to 
keep himself in good standing with 
the U. S. Army. In order to do 
this he had to put in two weeks of 
active duty. Besides getting two 
parking tags for his car, we have 
a very favorable report of the 
time he spent at Dayton and Co- 
lumbus, Ohio. 
Take Vacation 

Pilot Young and wife have tak- 
en a two-week vacation beginning 
the 15th of March. We are hop- 
ing that they are enjoying the va- 
cation. 

Slim Payne, who has been a! 
bachelor for the last couple 
months while his wife and family 
spent the winter months in Texas, 
took a few days off to go to Texas 
and drive the wife and family back 
to Cincinnati. 

Tom Hatten had a large smile on 
his face the other day when In- 
spector Jacobs added the S. A. T. 
rating on his license. We hope 
that in the near future Jack Swain 
and Dale Dryer will have a chance 
to get their ratings. Then, the en- 
tire pilot personnel here at Cin- 
cinnati will have S. A. T. ratings. 

Pilot Van Meter, who recently 
purchased a complete new uniform, 
has decided that the company al- 
ways waits until he buys a new 
uniform before they change the 
style. He says about the only 
value he will receive out of his re- 
cently purchased uniform is the 
deduction allowed on his income 
tax report. 

Note to Jack 

In case Jack Swain happens to 
read this, I wish to advise him that 
a box of cigars can still be pur- 
chased at most any drug store. 
Jack is still holding out on us. 

3ill Lester and Dan Beard spent 
a few days in Cincinnati checking 
pilots out on Condors, which re- 
placed Fords on the Chicago-Wash- 


ington run. 





MARTIN SURVEY 
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Received in the aircraft, the sig- 
nals are passed into a converter 
which actuates a needle on the in- 
strument panel. The needle points 
vertically for on course, and to the 
left or right, respectively, to warn 
that the airplane is off course to 
either side. 


Adoption of the system for gen- 
eral use would mean only slight 
changes in the radio transmitting 
equipment, and a cost of about 
$500 for the entire Air Navigation 
System, as against 
changes and expenditure of about 
$500,000 for adapting the whole 
radio system to the visual radio 
beacon. Also, it would still serve 
airmen in the same way as hereto- 
fore, in addition to offering the 
opportunity for visual interpreta- 
tion of directional signals. How- 
ever, no definite plans to place it 
in operation will be made until it 
has been given practical service 
tests by those airmen who fly the 
airways regularly, and not then 
unless these expert users of the 
aids to air navigation signify their 
desire to have the new device. 

A logical extension of the visual- 
ly interpreted aural system would 
be simultaneous transmission of 
radio beacon signals and voice on 
the same frequency. The Air 
Navigation Division already has 
made studies of the proposal, and 
is preparing for tests under serv- 
ice conditions. 

These tests are being conducted 
at Pittsburgh, Pa. The experimen- 
tal station is equipped with a radio 
beacon transmitter, a transmitter 
for voice communication, and two 
antennas. The antenna for the ra- 
dio beacon is a set of four vertical 
radiator towers. A fifth tower, lo- 
cated in the middle of the block of 
radio beacon antenna _ towers, 


extensive | 


| 
| 
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serves for voice communication. 

Although both transmissions are 
on the same carrier frequency, 
those of the radio beacon are mod- 
ulated to 400 cycles higher than 
the carrier, while the voice signals 
are the carrier frequency plus or 
minus 500 to 4,000 cycles. The 
aircraft receiver filters the signals, 
directing those of the radio beacon 
into a converter for visual inter- 
pretation, and those representing 
voice to the headphones. 

Present practice on the airways 
system is to broadcast radio bea- 
con signals continuously until time 
for a weather broadcast. The di- 
rectional signals then stop, and the 
weather broadcast goes on the air 
for a period not exceeding three 
minutes, when the radio beacon 
signals are resumed. 

With simultaneous transmission 
the directional signals would never 
need to stop, and voice could be 
broadcast at any time without in- 
terfering in even the slightest de- 
gree with radio directional guid- 
ance. 

Experiments with the radio for 
blind landing are continuing. The 
system developed by the Army Air 
Corps has been investigated and 
conclusively tested by the Aero- 
nautics Branch and found suitable 
for use by commercial aviation. 
During this work, the Branch’s test 
pilots employed a tri-motor trans- 
port plane and made repeated and 
unassisted landings under a hood. 
The Department of Commerce pre- 
viously had conducted blind land- 
ings with a small training plane, 
but the real value of any system 
could not be demonstrated until a 
large, heavily-loaded transport 
plane could use it successfully. It 


;method for transmission of weath- 


| LOCKING THE BARN | 





25, by a substantial majority. 


selves in seeking the solution 


is considered and deliberate 


the industry. 
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tion, the pilots, and generally endorsed by the industry, 
was approved by the House of Representatives on March 


Time, however, is an important factor. 





Senate approval is now necessary before the new bill 
may be enacted into law. The Senate no less than the 
House has been concerned with the problems of air mail 
and air transportation. Senators Black and McKellar, who 
sponsored S. 3170 which was the first step forward in 
securing some measure of stability in the industry, and 
Senator O’Mahoney, have particularly interested them- 


Necessary as 
action, delay is dangerous. 


Unless stabilizing legislation is enacted within the month, 
we may find that it comes too late to meet the needs of 








blind landing method, in order to 
provide continuous and uninter- 
rupted air transport service. 

It is altogether possible that ra- 
dio eventually will take over some 
of the functions now assigned to 
overland wires. Atready the Aero- 
nautics Branch makes use of point- 
to-point radio transmitters and re- 
ceivers for relaying weather infor- 
mation and other messages, to sup- 
plement the teletypewriter weather 
reporting circuits. Experiments 
are going forward with radio oper- 
ated teletypewriters. The machines 
are much like those operated over 
telephone wires—a message typed 
on a machine at the sending sta- 
tions goes out by radio, is received 
and operates a typewriting machine 
at the receiving station. 

A committee appointed about six 
months ago to investigate the pos- 
sibilities of radio teletypewriter, 
recommended establishment of an 
experimental circuit between 
Washington and Baltimore. Such 


Air Navigation Division, and mes- 
sages successfully transmitted. The 
system is not yet efficient enough 
for regular use, as it cannot be de- 
pended upon to perform according 
to standard at all times, but the 
difficulties which exist are of a 
type which probably can be sur- 
mounted with further study. 

If final results of the experi- 
ments show that the teletypewriter 
machines on the Federal Airways 
System can be operated by radio, 
this will result in a substantial 
saving to the government through 
the elimination of the leased land 
wires, of which there are now some 
12,000 miles. These teletypewrit- 
er circuits are used for dissemina- 
tion of hourly weather reports 
along the airways, for transmission 
of weather maps every four hours, 
and for reporting the progress of 
aircraft flying along the airways. 

Another experimental project in 
the same general field is distant 
control of radio range beacons by 
radio. The method used for start- 
ing and stopping radio range bea- 
cons by means of a dial switch and 
a telephone circuit has been men- 
tioned in the foregoing in connec- 
tion with distant control, already 
an established practice on the air- 
ways. In some cases, where tele- 
phone circuits may not be avail- 
able, the same end may be accom- 
plished by a small, low-powered ra- 
dio transmitter at the control sta- 
tion and a receiving set at the ra- 
dio beacon house. 


In the routine operation of the 
teletypewriter weather reporting 
service during the past year, serv- 
ice to airmen was enhanced in effi- 
ciency by distant control of radio 
stations, bringing all the personnel 
of an airways communication sta- 
tion into one office where various 
functions can be better co-ordinat- 
ed. Introduction of a symbol 


er reports speeded up these trans- 
missions, enabling the teletypewrit- 
er system to carry more traffic. 
Operators have been required to 
improve technique so that they 
send 35 to 40 words a minute on 
the teletypewriter machines as 
against the 20 words a minute 
which was the former average. 
As the mechanical limit of the sys- 
tem is 35 to 40 words a minute, 
the operators now are using the 
teletypewriter circuits to their full 





is this type of aircraft that will be 









the most consistent user of any 





an installation was provided by the ; 
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somewhere? 


MR. DOBBINS: The gentleman 
will pardon me. I did not finish 
the answer, and I think I should, 
otherwise it might not be under- 
stood. If that service which he es- 
tablishes operates to decrease the 
revenues of an air-line contrac‘or 
through its competition with it, 
and moreover it is unfairly com- 
petitive, unfair in its nature, or is 
not necessary in the public inter- 
est, then the injured air-mail con- 


|tractor can appeal to the Interstate 


Commerce Commission to inquire 
into the necessity and convenience 
of the competing service thus es- 
tablished and into the fairness. 
MR. MAPES: Will the gentle- 
man yield further? 

MR. DOBBINS: Yes. 

MR. MAPES: Does the gentle- 
man’s answer apply only to the so- 
called “off-line” operation or does 
it apply as well to a company 
which has no contract to carry the 
mail anywhere? 

MR. DOBBINS: No; my reply 
refers only to the companies which 
have no contract to carry the mail. 

MR. MAPES: So any number 
of companies could operate be- 
tween Washington and New York 
to carry passengers and express, 
provided they have no contract 
anywhere to carry the mail. 

MR. DOBBINS: No; that is not 
correct. If the gentleman will per- 
mit me to go on with my statement [ 
I think he will understand. If a 
new company establishes service 
along the line of an air-mail con- 
tract, then that air-mail contractor 
can ask the Interstate Commerce 
Commission to inquire into the 
public convenience and necessity 
of the new service, and if the In- 
terstate Commerce Commission 
shall find that the new service is 
not required in the public conveni- 
ence and necessity and finds in 
addition to that that its operation 
tends to decrease the revenue of 
the air-mail contractor, so as to 
make the service of the latter cost 
the United States any more, then 
the Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion can order that unnecessary 
service to discontinue. And that 
word “unnecessary” is not used as 
understood by the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. Wadsworth). He 
referred to it as “unnecessary com- 
petition.” That is not the lan- 
guage. It is a question of its be- 
ing unnecessary in the public in- 
terest just as any public utility 
must establish its reasonableness 
and necessity. 

MR. FITZPATRICK: Mr. Chair- 
man, will the gentleman yield? I 

MR. DOBBINS: Yes; I yield to 
the gentleman from New York. 

MR. FITZPATRICK: If the 
amendment is not adopted and we 
pass the bill as it is now, they can- 
not make any appeal to the Com- 
mission at all. 

MR. DOBBINS: No. There is 
nobody to appeal to, and we would 
have this cutthroat competition, 
which must necessarily increase 
the amount we are paying for car- 
rying the mail. 

Further developments in Con- 
gress regarding the Mead Bill 
which has been sent to the Senate 
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capacity. 
(To Be Continued) 


will be published in next month’s 
AIR LINE PILOT. 
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